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Welcome Home, Children of God!
Dear friends,
We have been on a journey for Lent focused on God filling us to the brim. We have learned to celebrate. To continue
that, I turn to local author Brian Doyle’s wisdom found in his penned “Joyous Voladoras” and what is held in the heart.
“Consider the hummingbird for a long moment. A hummingbird’s heart beats ten times a second. A hummingbird’s
heart is the size of a pencil eraser. A hummingbird’s heart is a lot of the hummingbird. Joyas voladoras, flying jewels,
the first white explorers in the Americas called them, and the white men had never seen such creatures, for hummingbirds came into the world only in the Americas, nowhere else in the universe, more than three hundred species
of them whirring and zooming and nectaring in hummer time zones nine times removed from ours, their hearts hammering faster than we could clearly hear if we pressed our elephantine ears to their infinitesimal chests.
Each one visits a thousand flowers a day. They can dive at sixty miles an hour. They can fly backwards. They can fly
more than five hundred miles without pausing to rest. But when they rest they come close to death: on frigid nights,
or when they are starving, they retreat into torpor, their metabolic rate slowing to a fifteenth of their normal sleep
rate, their hearts sludging nearly to a halt, barely beating, and if they are not soon warmed, if they do not soon find
that which is sweet, their hearts grow cold, and they cease to be…the most amazing thing you have never seen, each
thunderous wild heart the size of an infant’s fingernail, each mad heart silent, a brilliant music stilled.
Hummingbirds, like all flying birds but more so, have incredible enormous immense ferocious metabolisms. To drive
those metabolisms they have race-car hearts that eat oxygen at an eye-popping rate. Their hearts are built of thinner,
leaner fibers than ours. Their arteries are stiffer and more taut. They have more mitochondria in their heart muscles—
anything to gulp more oxygen. Their hearts are stripped to the skin for the war against gravity and inertia, the mad
search for food, the insane idea of flight. The price of their ambition is a life closer to death; they suffer more heart
attacks and aneurysms and ruptures than any other living creature. It’s expensive to fly. You burn out. You fry the
machine. You melt the engine. Every creature on earth has approximately two billion heartbeats to spend in a lifetime. You can spend them slowly, like a tortoise and live to be two hundred years old, or you can spend them fast, like
a hummingbird, and live to be two years old…
So much held in a heart in a lifetime. So much held in a heart in a day, an hour, a moment. We are utterly open with no
one in the end—not mother and father, not wife or husband, not lover, not child, not friend. We open windows to
each but we live alone in the house of the heart. Perhaps we must. Perhaps we could not bear to be so naked, for fear
of a constantly harrowed heart. When young we think there will come one person who will savor and sustain us
always; when we are older we know this is the dream of a child, that all hearts finally are bruised and scarred, scored
and torn, repaired by time and will, patched by force of character, yet fragile and rickety forevermore, no matter how
ferocious the defense and how many bricks you bring to the wall. You can brick up your heart as stout and tight and
hard and cold and impregnable as you possibly can and down it comes in an instant, felled by a woman’s second
glance, a child’s apple breath, the shatter of glass in the road, the words I have something to tell you, a cat with a
broken spine dragging itself into the forest to die, the brush of your mother’s papery ancient hand in the thicket of
your hair, the memory of your father’s voice early in the morning echoing from the kitchen where he is making
pancakes for his children.”
So much is held in a heart, the scarred-healed heart.
This April, we celebrate Easter and the fact that because Christ lives, we shall live. He is risen!
Pastor Peter J. Blank

JOHN KNOX PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH (U.S.A.)
PO Box 20968 (452 Cummings Lane N)
Keizer, Oregon 97307–0968
503-393-0404
johnknoxpreskeizer.org
office.johnknoxpreskeizer@gmail.com

Sunday Worship: 10:30 a.m. in person
Weekly on-line videos posted on website
Sunday by 2 pm
Pastor: Rev. Peter Blank
Office Hours: Monday and Wednesday 9-12
Afternoons Mon & Wed by appointment

Visit our website for worship videos, event information, and daily Lenten devotions.
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Contemplating Liturgical Art

Mary Jo Emmett

Visual Arts in a faith-based setting may go as far back as the handprints and drawings in cave art. What
we see today are statements from bygone peoples for us to contemplate; it is speculated that images were
made during ceremonies to thank the gods for a good hunt or to pray for future hunts. We can only appreciate their presence, their artistry, their intellect – their humanity.
Liturgical arts encompass all forms of design and art which are meant to elevate worship: everything
from architecture, like that of great cathedrals and their stained glass depictions of stories and saints from
the Bible, to elaborate decorations and symbolisms on priestly vestments and church furnishings. Banners
were prevalent in European medieval times so that the illiterate could easily identify noble households or armies, patron saints or special events; and like cave paintings, most meaning is lost in today’s culture. Banners
are still used, usually with eye-catching designs, written words and symbols as visual reminders of the church
season or scripture lesson. Other visual cues are more subtle – the color of the table cloth and paraments
and/or use of certain flowers.
There are those who view liturgical art as sacred art and they
have set criteria of what, when and where this art is used. However,
the use of visual art at John Knox is more informal and temporary,
meant to evoke a moment of contemplation as with the creating of a
‘paper collage’ during this season of Lent. This year’s Lenten theme is
“Full to the Brim, An Expansive Lent” developed by A Sanctified Art, a
creative team of artist/pastors (mostly Presbyterian) whose ministry is
to support churches in integrating art into their spiritual practices.
The inspiration of our collage comes from a statement on their
website: The origins of Lent were that one was to leave their old life behind to fast and prepare to be baptized into a new way of living. In essence, this was a practice of stepping away from corrupt power, scarcity
mentality, and empty rituals in order to live a more expansive and full life
of faith. And so, our Lenten theme, Full to the Brim, is an invitation—into
a radically different Lent, into a full life. It’s an invitation to be authentically who you are, to counter scarcity and injustice at every turn, to pour
out even more grace wherever it is needed. When we allow ourselves to be filled to the brim with God’s lavish
love, that love spills over. It reaches beyond ourselves; like water, it rushes and flows, touching everything in its
path.
Immediately the image of pouring liquid ‘love’ from a vessel (inspired by a painting called
‘Brazen Beauty’ by Rev. Lisle Gwynn Garrity) came to mind. It flows down into a cup (based
on their chalice image), then overflows! However, it seemed strange to have the jar floating
in space high on the wall, so a figure was created to hold it. The most common question
asked is “who is that?” and that is the beauty of viewing art – contemplating, wondering,
bringing you own imagination and meaning - female or male, human or angel – God, Jesus,
Wisdom - someone specific from a Bible story or perhaps someone of no significance?
What looks to be water pouring down, filling and overflowing the cup and spreading out
Brazen Beauty
over the chancel wall, takes on additional significance each Sunday of Lent. Is it water, wine,
perfume or visual symbols of God’s generosity – blessings, God’s lavish love? Congregants are asked to write
on bits of paper torn in the shape of waves from the children’s paintings the name of someone or something
for which they are grateful; how or when we experience God’s love; and/or expressing God’s grace in a
broken world; these are gathered and added each week as statements, testimonials to growing and living
into an expansive life, a gift from God!
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PDA Blue Sunday, March 6, 2022
John Knox Presbyterian Church

Update: Watching Videos of Worship Services on JKPC Website

JKPC Website Update

When you visit our website home page at
JohnKnoxPresKeizer.org you will notice a small
change in the worship video area.
If you click on the …
 arrow in the middle of the video, you
will start the video of the most recent worship service, as it has always done.
 arrow on the right hand side of the
image, you will move to the video from
the previous week.
 “hamburger menu” below the image, you
will see all videos available and you can click
on the one you want to view.

This will be especially helpful during Holy Week.
We will post separate pre-recorded videos with
the Maundy Thursday and Good Friday services.
You will be able to see both videos and choose
the desired video all from the home page.

“Why do you look for the living among the dead?”
Do not be daunted by the symbols and signs of death. Do not be overwhelmed by what is, or what you hope will be. Loosen your grasp from
what captivates and distracts.
Look for the living.
Live.
~Rev. Larissa Kwong Abazia
A Santified Art | sanctifiedart.org
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Quiet Thoughts
Loving God,
We pray for the people of Ukraine,
for all those suffering or afraid,
that you will be close to them
and protect them.

“The Lord’s Prayer”

~~Parker Palmer

Heavenly Father, heavenly Mother,
Holy and blessed is your true name.
We pray for your reign of peace to come,
We pray that your good will be done,
Let heaven and earth become one.
Give us this day the bread we need,
Give it to those who have none.
Let forgiveness flow
like a river between us,
From each one to each one.
Lead us to holy innocence
Beyond the evil of our days—
Come swiftly Mother, Father, come.
For yours is the power and
the glory and the mercy:
Forever your name is All in One.

We pray for world leaders,
for compassion, strength and
wisdom to guide their choices.
We pray for the world
that in this moment of crisis,
we may reach out in solidarity
to our brothers and sisters in need.
May we walk in your ways
so that peace and justice
become a reality for
the people of Ukraine
and for all the world. Amen.

All that you touch
You Change.

All that you Change
Changes you.
The only lasting truth
Is Change.
God Is Change.
~~ Octavia Butler
Author (1947-2006)

Think the tree that
bears nutrition:
though the fruits are picked,
the plant maintains fruition.
So give all the love you have.
Do not hold any in reserve.
What is given is not lost;
it shall return.”

~~Parker Palmer
Author, educator, activist (1939-)

The Catholic Agency for Overseas Development

~~Kamand Kojouri
author and poet (1991-)

April Lectionary Readings
Daily lectionary readings are available at
www.presbyterianmission.org/devotion/revised-common-lectionary/

April 3—5th Sunday in Lent
Isaiah 43:16–21
Psalm 126
Philippians 3:4b–14
John 12:1–8
April 10—Palm/Passion Sunday
Liturgy of the Palms
Luke 19:28–40
Psalm 118:1–2, 19–29
Liturgy of the Passion
Isaiah 50:4–9a
Psalm 31:9–16
Philippians 2:5–11
Luke 22:14—23:56
or Luke 23:1–49

April 14—Maundy Thursday
Exodus 12:1–4 [5–10] 11–14
Psalm 116:1–2, 12–19
1 Corinthians 11:23–26
John 13:1–17, 31b–35

Holy Week
April 15—Good Friday
Isaiah 52:13—53:12
Psalm 22
Hebrews 10:16–25
or Hebrews 4:14–16; 5:7–9
John 18:1—19:42

April 17—Resurrection of the
Lord—Easter Sunday
Acts 10:34–43 or Isaiah 65:17–25
Psalm 118:1–2, 14–24
1 Corinthians 15:19–26
or Acts 10:34–43
John 20:1–18

April 24—2nd Sunday of Easter
Acts 5:27–32
Psalm 118:14–29 or Psalm 150
Revelation 1:4–8
John 20:19–31
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Notes from Session

Eileen Sheelar, Clerk

Session met by Zoom on March 16 at 7:00 pm. We discussed or took action on the following items:
 Congregational meeting on February 20 with the election of the Nominating Committee for 2022 and corporation officers


Financial reports, passing a motion to send $536.75 of our share of Peace and Global Witness offering from 2018
-2021 to PDA/Ukraine.
 Amended the budget to include the receipt of another pledge, the increase our Presbytery Partnership Giving
to maintain our tithe of projected income, and increase in Comcast costs. The amended budget reflects income
of $86,460 and expenses of $95,073.53, resulting in a projected deficit of $8,613.53. That’s much better than the
original $14,000+ projected deficit!
 Passed a motion to recommend but not require wearing masks in the church building and maintaining social
distancing during worship. We discussed the difficulty of providing adequate air exchange in the sanctuary during the non-summer months when having outside doors open is not feasible.


Discussed that the Neighborhood Barbecue’s tentative date of August 13 conflicts with KeizerFest this year.
More discussion is needed on how to proceed.
After sharing joys and concerns, we closed with prayer by Pastor Peter.

Congregation Directory
We have an updated directory which has
been available since late February. If you
want a new directory but have not been
able to pick one up at the church, please
email or call the office and we’ll be happy
to get one to you.

In a world that loves
an eye for an eye,
let your grace
overflow.
God, your grace is like a river. It flows everywhere and it
touches everything. Help me to live with a similar spirit.
Give me the compassion to hold grace that overflows.
Amen.

June Fearn
The memorial service for June Fearn,
long-time member of John Knox, will
be Saturday, April 9 at 1:00 pm in the
sanctuary.
Thanks be to God for June’s life!

Mary Murphy
Mary Murphy (86) of
Keizer, Oregon passed
away on March 22, 2022
after a long battle with
Multiple Sclerosis.
Mary Alice Veal was
born on December 19,
1935 to George and
Bertha Veal in Antlers,
Oklahoma. The family
migrated to Oregon where Mary attended Keizer
Elementary, Salem High School and Oregon State
University. She married James Loren Murphy and
had three children: Timothy, David and Susan.
Mary worked as a Real Estate professional for many
years in the Salem/Keizer area.
She is survived by her son David (and wife Sabrina);
Grandchildren Tori and Sean. Daughter Susan (and
husband Rich Bailey); Grandchildren Acacia and
Christine. Mary will be forever loved and missed.
There will be no service; however, Mary’s Facebook
page is available for your thoughts.

5

Treasurer’s Report
Profit & Loss — FEBRUARY 2022
INCOME
Pledges
Offerings
Miscellaneous
Christ Jar
Building Use
Per Capita
Food Bank Gifts
Backpack Buddies
Fund Acct Tfr In
TOTAL INCOME

Actual
$4,050
411
0
50
78
80
195
100
0
$4,964

TOTAL EXPENSES

$5,743

PROFIT/LOSS

<$779>

Bronwyn Curtis

Budget
YTD Act YTD Bud
$4,815
$9,205
$9,630
375
557
750
375
45
750
90
75
180
83
205
167
100
596
300
150
295
300
100
175
200
0
0
0
$6,088 $11,153
$12,277
$5,833

$22,301

$22,257

$255 <$11,148>

<$9,980>

Please mail your offerings and pledges to
PO Box 20968, Keizer, 97307-0968.
You may also use the “Give Now” button

at johnknoxpreskeizer.org.

FROM THE TREASURER
We ended February with a loss of $779.35. Our giving (income) overall was below budget, and our expenses were a
little over budget. These expenses are budgeted; however, as they’re divided evenly over the full 12 months, they
will even out over the course of the year. I expect the giving to become more consistent as we enter the second
quarter.
This week I sent the PDA special offering to the Presbyterian Mission Agency, designated for their response to the
war in Ukraine. Your generosity is overwhelming. As of Sunday, March 20, you have given $1,331. The session at its
March 16th meeting, approved utilizing the Peace and Global Witness offering reserve of $536.75 towards the PDA
response to the war in Ukraine. This reserve represents the portion we keep from this PC(USA) offering each year
and has built up since 2018. We sent a total of $1,867.75.
The session also approved amendments to the 2022 budget. These amendments reflect increased expenses for our
telephone and internet services, together with the increase in Presbyterian Partnership Giving (PPG) which is
based on a tithe of pledged giving and offerings (categories 1001 & 1002). On the upside, the budget now reflects
the increased income from recently received pledged giving. The budget now shows a year-end deficit of
$8,613.53. Praise be to God!

Worshiping in Person at John Knox
 MASKS ARE WELCOME AT JKPC. We support your choice to wear a mask. Masks are appreciated at group gatherings but are not required. Masks are available at a table in the entry area.
 Please be very aware of social distancing, leaving 3-6 feet between family groups. Distancing and crossventilation are critical for good public health, and our ability to cross-ventilate is restricted in this building, especially in the non-summer months.
 OHA highly recommends that people in the following high-risk groups continue to wear masks in indoor public
settings after the mask mandate has been lifted:
 unvaccinated
 immunocompromised
 have underlying health conditions putting them at higher risk of complications
 age 65 or older
 live with someone in one of the groups mentioned
 Please also check your assumptions with others with respect to physical spacing: remember handshakes and
hugs may make people uncomfortable even as public health improves.
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Springtime in the Garden
Granted, it’s early spring but things are beginning to happen to get the community garden ready for the
2022 season. All of the regular plots and boxes have been assigned; yet more inquiries for garden space are coming
in, so we’re making adjustments. Compost is being delivered by Marion Polk Food Share, seedlings are sprouting at
home for transplanting in May, and shopping for supplies, replacement nozzles and hoses is underway. To help in
the shopping is a generous grant from Keizer United for $120 credit at Copper Creek Mercantile. This is the third
annual grant from Keizer United and we are most grateful!
We are ever so mindful of God’s creation of the earth, the plants – the processes that give us life – the
blessings that come from tending the Garden!
Thanks be to God!
Mary Jo Emmett

The mission of John Knox Presbyterian Church is to grow in Christ,
be inspired to spread his word, share his love throughout the community,
and experience joy on the way.

ONGOING OPPORTUNITIES TO SERVE OUR NEIGHBORS
Congregations Helping People

(Christ Jar Offering)

Update from CHIP: We are in the process of reopening an office at the site of Las Naciones
Church at 820 Jefferson St NE. We are also in the process of hiring a part time employee, so
hopefully we will be up and running to assist clients 4-5 days a week within 4-6 weeks! This
would not be possible without your partnership. Thank you again for your dedication to this
ministry, and God bless you!

Keizer Community Food Bank
Mondays 5:45pm—7:30pm
Wednesdays 1:00pm—2:00pm
Thursdays 9:00am—11:00am
God’s Work—Our Hands

We continue to
provide food for
15 students to
take home over
the weekends.

Designated donations to all programs are welcome.
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Holy Week and Easter activities
Last year, we celebrated Holy Week and Easter with just a small recording crew in
the sanctuary on Saturday afternoon. We are so thankful this year to be able to
worship together in the sanctuary! The services will be at the normal 10:30 time.
On April 3 and Palm Sunday, April 10, be sure to come a bit early to participate in
the paper collage creation by writing on pre-painted strips of paper those places in your life that are “Full to the
Brim” and overflowing with the goodness of God’s grace. Mary Jo will help you with materials and you or she or
the children will place your contribution on the wall of the chancel to help build our liturgical art piece.
The services on Maundy Thursday and Good Friday will be pre-recorded and available on our website. We plan to
have both services posted Thursday morning. However, the best laid plans don’t always withstand technology
glitches, so if they aren’t posted when you look, please be patient and know we are working on it!
Easter Sunday, please remember to bring cut flowers and greenery for the traditional flowering of the cross,
which will be coordinated by the Curtis family (thank you!). The bell choir will have a musical offering, and the service will be full of Easter JOY! The deacons will have an Easter gift for everyone as we depart.

ONE GREAT HOUR OF SHARING
Your gifts to One Great Hour of Sharing allow for an immediate response from Presbyterian Disaster Assistance
(PDA) when emergencies first occur, often responding to crises that never make it into the news.
In Ukraine (a crisis that certainly has made the news!) PDA works with partners with local experience and areas of
expertise to make sure much-needed services can be provided to all in need, providing urgently needed immediate funding to trusted, established partners with the expertise to provide food, water, clothing, shelter, psychosocial support and other basic items for survival. They are the “boots on the ground,” listening and responding for
all of us. Outside of immediate disasters, Presbyterian Hunger Program works to alleviate hunger and eliminate
the underlying causes. Self-Development of People encourages and enables economically poor, oppressed, and
disadvantaged people to own, control, and benefit directly from projects that promote long-term change in their
lives and communities.
To stay informed about the work Presbyterians are doing in and around Ukraine, visit pcusa.org/pda/ukraine.
To learn more about One Great Hour of Sharing and the vital ministries it supports, visit pcusa.org/oghs.

WE ARE THE CHURCH,
TOGETHER
LET’S CONNECT!
Join with Presbyterians and other people of faith
worldwide in answering God’s call. This Lenten
season, you have already given generously to
assist the people in Ukraine through Presbyterian Disaster Assistance. Please also give generously to One Great Hour of Sharing to support
the long-term efforts of
Presbyterian Disaster Assistance,
Presbyterian Hunger Program, and
Self-Development of People.

If we all do a little, it adds up to a lot!
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This meeting will be held via Zoom.
The invitation link will be sent a day
or two before the gathering to all
who currently receive emails from
Cascades PW. If you would like to
attend this gathering, please send
your email address to rojewel@
gmail.com.

Offering for the Spring Gathering
In lieu of a registration fee for this
program, we are encouraging you
to send an offering to us in support
of NAMI, National Alliance on
Mental Illness.
Please send checks made out to
Cascades Presbyterian Women to
Mary Lou Williams, 14601 NW 26th
Ave, Vancouver WA 98685. Please
write NAMI in the memo area.

New Roof Installed on West Patio
Our friends at PDC suggested
that the patio roof needed some
repairs—and they were right!
The old roof was removed, a
sheet of plywood was replaced,
and a new roof was installed on
the west patio in March. This is a
new type of roofing called “self
adhering membrane roofing”
which was much more costeffective than either a composite or metal roof, with the same
roof life expectancy.
Thanks to Jeremy Dumanovsky
Roofing for a job well done, and
thanks to Bronwyn for consistently setting aside money in our
capital improvements fund so
we can address maintenance issues as or before they arise!
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John Knox Calendar
Scheduled Events

Information

JKPC Education Time
“Sunday Potpourri”

10:00 am Sundays
Opportunities for music, education,
art, and socializing for all ages

JKPC Worship

10:30 am Sundays
First Sunday, Communion
Third Sunday, Christ Jar Offering

After Worship
Fellowship

Fourth Sundays - Birthday/
Anniversary Celebrations

JKPC Committees

7:00 pm Second Wednesday
Administration
7:00 pm Fourth Monday—Deacons
7:00 pm Third Wednesday-Session

Women’s
Fellowship

2:00 pm Third Tuesdays

Puerta del Cielo
Worship

1:00 pm Sundays
7:00 pm Tuesdays
7:00 pm Fridays

Keizer Old Time
Music

1:00 pm First Sundays

AA meetings
Social Hall

7:00 pm Mondays - Step Study
7:00 pm Thursdays - Book Study
8:00 am Saturdays - Coffee

Keizer Community
Food Bank

5:00-7:00 pm Mondays and
9:00-11:00 am Thursdays at Faith
Lutheran Church, 4505 River Rd N.
See their Facebook page for more
information

Girl Scouts

5:30-7:30 pm Mondays

DAR-Daughters of
American Revolution

9:00-noon Third Wednesdays

April 2022
Sun Mon Tue Wed

3
10
17
24

4
11
18
25

6
13
20
27

7
14
21
28

Fri

1
8
15
22
29

Sat

2
9
16
23
30

Celebrate!
April Birthdays
1
2
6
11
14

Mike Liechty
John Neal
Carrie High
Judi Liechty
Val Jean Pease

17
21
26
30
30

Caleb Robinson
Eileen Sheelar
Ezra Robinson
Lois Nelson
Andrea Breuer

April Anniversaries
17

Harry & Val
Jean Pease

25

Bill & Helen
Flanary

Special and Scheduled Events

April 3
April 10
April 13
April 14
April 15
April 17
April 19
April 20
April 24

Christ is risen!
He is risen indeed!
Alleluia!

5
12
19
26

Thu

April 25
April 30

Worship with Communion
Worship—Palm/Passion Sunday
Administration Committee
7 pm Zoom
Maundy Thursday service
pre-recorded and available
on website
Good Friday service
pre-recorded and available
on website
Easter Sunday
Christ Jar Offering
Women’s Fellowship 2 pm
Session 7 pm Zoom
Worship with Birthday Fellowship time afterwards
Deacons 7 pm Zoom
Presbyterian Women Spring
Gathering 10-12:30 Zoom
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