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Welcome Home, Children of God!
Dear friends,
I have just returned from vacation. You know, there is a reason why we have time off. We can find it in the
early pages of Genesis. Six days of creation and then rest. Seasons of work (planting, watering and harvest)
and then winter rest. It is good for nature and it is good for us. For me, even though it was only seven days, it
has made a world of difference. The change of pace has given me pause to take a breath, take a look before
plunging back into the regular pace of my work week. It reminded me that I am not a “human doing” but a
“human being.” You had a chance to hear one of my favorite sermons – a sermon preached by someone else
(thank you Sheila Cunningham for preaching while I was gone). I learn when others lead me.
I have to admit to you, I didn’t jump into my summer reading list. I didn’t take long naps. I did some home
projects and that was incredibly rewarding. Whether it was cutting pieces of wood to finish the trim in the
kitchen, or carefully touching up marred paint with a brush, the process of focusing my attention on one
thing, just one thing, then stepping back to see it finished – that was life-giving to me. Thank you for the
chance to get out of my pastor role while you kept the church ministries running.
There are many reasons to have time off. It can give us a chance to
observe nature. So let me turn to a lesson from nature, well, okay,
lessons (plural) from a tree actually: What can we learn from a tree?
Reach for the sky
Go out on a limb
Remember your roots
Stay grounded
Be content with your natural beauty
Shelter others
Photo: Benjamin Lecomte via Unsplash

Jesus turned to nature for many of his best lessons. One that comes to mind was targeted on our proneness
to worry. He said, “Look at the birds of the air,” when the worry is what will I eat, “See the flowers of the
field,” when the worry is what will I wear (Matt. 6:26-27). Worry only wears us out. Jesus’ message for us was
to increase our trust factor. When we are busy asking, “What will I do?” and “How will I get through?” - the
better questions are, “What will God do in this moment?” and “How will God act?” For John Knox, what is
God doing in our midst? What is God doing in our neighborhoods?
Walking with you,

Pastor Peter J. Blank
JOHN KNOX PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH (U.S.A.)
PO Box 20968 (452 Cummings Lane N)
Keizer, Oregon 97307–0968
503-393-0404
johnknoxpreskeizer.org
office.johnknoxpreskeizer@gmail.com

Sunday Worship: 10:30 a.m. in person
Weekly on-line videos posted on website
Sunday usually by 2 pm
Pastor: Rev. Peter Blank
Office Hours: Monday and Wednesday 9-12
Afternoons Mon & Wed by appointment

Visit our website for worship videos, weekly bulletins, and monthly newsletters.
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The Rev. Aisha Brooks-Johnson shines her light from the pulpit
Excerpted from an article by Mike Ferguson | Presbyterian News Service

Sunday evening’s worship at the Presbyterian Association of Musicians’ Worship and Music Conference included
dozens of candles, handbell players and Scripture readers scattered throughout the auditorium, and — as one
might expect — glorious music.
With Genesis 1:1-27 and John 1:1-14, 18 as her scriptural basis, The Rev. Aisha BrooksJohnson, executive presbyter for the Presbytery of Greater Atlanta and the conference
preacher, said Jesus enters the world “like a slice of light entering a pitch-dark room …
Jesus became light to shine in and through our very lives, and he invites us to be the
light for others. Cue the last hymn,” she said with a smile.

The Rev. Aisha Brooks-Johnson

“It would be so easy to wrap up the sermon here,” Brooks-Johnson said. “But let’s be
honest: We lose sight of the light of Christ. We forget our role as people called to testify
that Jesus is the light of the world. We sing, ‘This Little Light of Mine,’” and as she started singing, her voice cracked and trailed off.

“It’s hard to testify to the light when the world feels so tender and painful,” she said. “Sometimes we feel like our
own lamps are low on fuel. Sometimes it’s easy to become emotionally numb to the beauty, wonder, mystery and
light that Christ brings to us.”
Brooks-Johnson recalled the Bible stories she enjoyed as a 10-year-old. “I loved the stories where Jesus didn’t
quite get along with the religious leaders of the day,” she said. “Ten-year-old Aisha really liked snarky Jesus.”
The one story that stuck in her head was the parable of the sheep and goats found in Matthew 25. The version she
liked best was a musical one, Keith Green’s “The Sheep and the Goats.”
“I played that record over and over and over with one thought: Could I live my life as a Christian and miss Jesus living as a stranger, hidden in plain sight in the hungry and lonely and the lost?” she said. Her prayer has evolved over
the years: “Don’t let me be too educated, too sophisticated, too numb or too busy to miss seeing you in plain
sight.”
“Let us see your light in your presence,” she now prays, “reflected in the lives of those oppressed and outcast and
overlooked.”
Just how do we do that? “I believe we must practice,” Brooks-Johnson said, offering up
three ideas for “bearing witness to the light”:


Look up. Take a photo of the sunrise. “With every new morning, there is new
mercy,” she said.



Look out. “See God’s presence in those cast out to the side. Christ is there, and
Christ invites us to care for them and walk alongside them.”



Look in. “See Christ at work in your own life. The one thing I wish we had more time for during our wellcrafted one hour of worship is a little testimony time. Recall your own story of Christ’s presence during the
hard times, the time you felt lost. Remember the people who cheered you on. Tell your stories to someone. It may be the flicker of light they need.”

Guilherme Stecanella
via Unsplash

“May we hold our flames for all to see, whether full or flickering,” Brooks-Johnson said. “And may the light of
Christ always shine, in the name of the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit, the mother of us all. May all God’s people say, ‘Amen.’” And indeed they did.
Learn more about the conference here, and see the original article here.
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Mission Activities at John Knox
Mission Committee Chair—Sheila Cunningham

Hygiene kits
Items were collected during the month of May and kits assembled on June 5, Pentecost Sunday. There were 39
completed kits with 10 donated to Simonka Place, UGM women’s shelter in Keizer and 29 donated to the UGM
Men’s shelter in Salem. We already have left over items to use in our kits for the future.

Keizer Community Food Bank
The mission committee is asking for donations of breakfast cereal and oatmeal for the food bank during
the month of July. A grocery cart will be in the Narthex for collection. The items will be dedicated in
worship on Sunday, July 31 and then taken to KCFB.
Five congregations support the food bank to hand out food on Monday evenings. These churches include Faith Lutheran, St. Edwards Catholic, Keizer Christian Church, Keizer Clearlake Methodist and John
Knox Presbyterian. JKPC has partnered with the food bank to be the supporting congregation on the
fifth Mondays, which occur 4-5 times a year. August 29 and October 31 are the 5th Mondays remaining
in 2022. Please consider representing JKPC and helping out on those dates. The hours are 5:00 - 7:00.
There’s also an opportunity to help with the delivery from Marion Polk Food Share at 1:00 on Wednesdays. For further information contact Lane Oxley.
Cummings Elementary
15 Backpack Buddy food bags are prepared and sent home each week during the school year. When Vanessa
Waits visited our congregation, we discussed other ways JKPC can support Cummings. She suggested tutoring or
homework helpers. If you are interested in doing either of these services, let me know and I can put you in touch
with Vanessa in the fall.
Another project Vanessa mentioned that would benefit the students is the collection of shoes.
Elementary students grow quickly and can go through a pair of shoes every three months or so!
The shoes do not need to be new, but they do need to have some wear still in them. If you can,
start collecting shoes now and I will get out more information in the fall about actual collection
and donation times.
Pull Tabs for Ronald McDonald House
Did you know that the pull tabs on cans are made of pure aluminum! Ronald McDonald House
uses these pull tabs as a fundraiser project. These pull tabs can be found on soda cans, beer cans,
tuna cans, soup cans, etc. The value is around 40 - 50 cents per pound of tabs - that’s about 1500
tabs. I know!! That’s a lot of tabs! But remember, when everyone does a little, it adds up to be a
lot. This will be an ongoing project so start pulling those tabs off before you recycle the cans.

The next Mission Committee meeting is Monday, July 11 at 11 am at the church. We always welcome new members—come in for a meeting and see what happens!
When Cummings counselor Vanessa Waits visited JKPC worship on June 16, she shared
a presentation that included a video from the recipients of our weekend food bags. It
included the ways the backpack sacks help them and their families.

Here are some of their comments:

Thank you for your
generous support
of this program.

My younger siblings not in school get this food, too!
You help me stay less hungry!
I don’t have to wonder what I will eat on the weekends.
My dad doesn’t stress as much.
My mom struggles, this helps her so much.
I look forward to the popcorn—it’s my favorite!

THANK YOU!
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Notes from Session

Eileen Sheelar, Clerk

Session met by Zoom on June 15 at 7:00 pm. After opening with prayer, we discussed or took action on several
items, including the following:
 Presbytery Board of Trustees approved the lease with Puerta del Cielo for another year.
 A total of $1,993.75 was received for One Great Hour of Sharing, including funds designated for PDA/Ukraine.
 A calendaring and planning meeting is scheduled for August 8 and 10.
 The sanctuary camera will be installed soon with the assistance of Glen and Matthew Curtis.
 Fire Marshal inspection was scheduled for June 16 . Update: we passed with no violations or necessary action.
 Motions from Administration passed to send $800 to Keizer Community Food Bank from the June Fearn memorial fund (see Bronwyn’s Administration Committee report) and to approve CJ High, Rosemary Willhite, and
Sheila Cunningham as additional counters.
 Mission Committee has met and has ideas for mission activities—more information to follow.
 Worship: Prayers of the People seemed to go well in its first attempt.
After sharing joys and concerns, Pastor Peter adjourned the meeting with prayer.
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Sheila Cunningham
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Anna Robinson

Stewardship,
Nominating

Mary Jo Emmett

Personnel,
Worship

Linda Garland, Moderator
Carrie High
Betty Correll
Joan Allen
Lane Oxley

Nancy Morgan

Worship

Eileen Sheelar
(Clerk)

Worship,
Tech Team

Rosemary Willhite

Administration

CJ High

Tech Team

Contact information is in
the church directory.
Please call or email the
office if you need a copy.

Sheila Cunningham filled the pulpit on June 26 when Pastor Peter
was on vacation, preaching on Micah 6:1-8 and Matthew 25: 31-40.
She also talked with the children (of all ages) about Tara and Bella’s special friendship and their devotion to each other.

IN CASE OF AN
EMERGENCY—
WHO SHOULD
WE CALL?

It’s time to update our emergency contacts list—and yours, too! In the office, not for general
publication, we have a list of people we can contact to check on congregants if we can’t reach
someone by email or phone for a period of time. We have been known to worry a bit when
people just “disappear” off the radar! Please update or provide information for someone who
would know how to reach you if we lose touch. See, call, or email Eileen Sheelar or Joan Allen,
or email the office at office.johnknoxpreskeizer @ gmail.com.

Likewise, please put the church in your address book or list of people to contact if something happens to you—if
you are unexpectedly hospitalized or become ill. We want to know so we can help as we can and certainly so we
can include you in our prayers. Thank you!
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Anna Robinson has volunteered to lead the Nominating Committee and the Stewardship Committee. Both of these groups help us answer to this question—Where do I fit
into the life of John Knox? Nominating Committee is looking for new or alreadyordained elders and deacons to work together to discern our future path and mission
by serving on the Board of Deacons or Session. If you have questions about what
these officers do, or if you are sensing a call to service in these areas, please talk with
Pastor Peter, Anna, Linda Garland (Deacon Moderator), Eileen Sheelar (clerk of session) or any current elder or deacon for more information.
If you are not feeling a call to serve as an officer, there are still many important places where you can make a difference in our family life at John Knox. The Stewardship Committee pulls together our pledge drive each fall, where
we ask you to estimate how much you can financially support the church in the coming year. However, stewardship is about so much more than money! We need your time and your gifts as well as your financial contributions!
And yes, you do have gifts! You can greet folks with a warm smile and conversation, help with social hour after
church, listen to the children and help them with projects before church (see Mary Jo for ideas!), help lead worship,
participate in or even lead a book study or a Bible study—there are many different places that your gifts and skills
are needed and valued into our community life. If you want to know where you can help, talk to Pastor Peter or
member of session. Even if you think you can’t do much, consider this: When we all do a little, it adds up to a LOT!

My humanity is bound up in yours, for we can only be human together.
- Desmond Tutu

Ecumenical Ministries of Oregon and the Presbytery of the Cascades endorse and support the work
of Lift Every Voice Oregon (LEVO). Through Initiative Petition 17, the Reduction of Gun Violence Act
(IP17), LEVO is providing a way for registered voters of faith and good will to take action against
gun violence in Oregon.
The goal of this petition is to place this initiative on the November ballot. IP17 will reduce gun violence by making
gun owners more accountable and ammunition less lethal. IP #17 limits large capacity magazines to ten rounds,
requires a permit to purchase a gun, including a completed background check (closing the “Charleston Loophole”)
and gun safety classroom and firing range instruction. IP17 needs to submit the required number of signatures by
JULY 1 to qualify for the ballot, so it may be too late by the time you read this. However, if it makes the ballot, we
will be encouraging you to read the materials and consider how you can help spread the word!
Please visit lifteveryvoiceoregon to read the entire text of the Initiative Petition, review a Frequently Asked Questions document, and find information about how to be involved in this action.
This is an opportunity for Oregonians to make a difference. We can turn our sorrow into hope and actions to work
toward the day when gun violence is no longer an everyday occurrence.

July
Lectionary
Readings
July 3
2 Kings 5: 1-14
Psalm 30
Galatians 6:[1-6] 7-16
Luke 10: 1-11, 16-20

July 10
Amos 7: 7-17
Psalm 82
Colossians 1: 1-14
Luke 10: 25-37

July 24
Hosea 1: 2-10
Psalm 85
Colossians 2: 6-15 [6-19]
Luke 11: 1-13

July 17
Amos 8: 1-12
Psalm 52
Colossians 1: 15-28
Luke 10: 38-42

July 31
Hosea 11: 1-11
Psalm 107: 1-9, 43
Colossians 3: 1-11
Luke 12: 13-21

While we are exploring the Unraveled Worship series from A Sanctified Art, we are not following the lectionary
in worship. However, reading these passages as part of your personal devotions is a helpful discipline.
Daily lectionary readings are available at www.presbyterianmission.org/devotion/revised-common-lectionary/
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Treasurer’s Report
Profit & Loss — may 2022

Bronwyn Curtis

INCOME
Pledges
Offerings
Miscellaneous
Christ Jar
Building Use
Per Capita
Food Bank Gifts
Backpack Buddies
Fund Acct Tfr In
TOTAL INCOME

Actual
$6,960
479
221
102
164
0
120
225
$8,271

$6,588

$53,000

$34,192

TOTAL EXPENSES

$7,565

$7,728

$46,960

$43,189

$706

<$1140>

$6,040

PROFIT/LOSS

Budget
YTD Act YTD Bud
$5,415 $29,166
$27,925
375
18,448
1,875
375
2,163
1,875
90
438
450
83
864
417
0
756
400
150
615
750
100
550
500
Please mail your offerings and pledges to

PO Box 20968, Keizer, 97307-0968.
<$8,997> You may also use the “Give Now” button at
johnknoxpreskeizer.org.

FROM THE TREASURER

May ended with a positive result of $705.78. At a glance, it was an ordinary month. However, what I did notice is that our Backpack Buddies mission continues to be fully selffunded through your generous designated giving. To the end of May we have spent just
under $1,400 on providing four weekend meals for 15 children at Cummings Elementary. As we heard from Cummings Community Outreach Coordinator, Vanessa Waits,
these meals are looked forward to eagerly, either by the initial recipient or by those whom the children pass the
meals on to; to other families with whom they share living quarters, or with neighbors and friends in need. These
children are learning to serve others with generosity and caring. This is one small, but tangible way we love and
serve our neighbors.
The Administration Committee met in June and took the following actions:
 Made a motion to Session to add CJ High, Sheila Cunningham, and Rosemary Willhite to the offering counter
rotation
 Made a motion to Session to donate the June Fearn Memorial Funds of $800 to the Keizer
Community Food Bank in memory of June and Les Fearn. The John Knox food pantry, then
KCFB was a mission close to the heart of June and Les, and we feel this is a wonderful way to
honor their many years of good and faithful service to God.
 Arranged volunteers to cover the office hours and duties during Pastor Peter’s scheduled vacation days
 Gratefully accepted the generous offer from Sheila Cunningham to update building user agreements and associated records
 Calendared a planning worship meeting in August

The mission of John Knox Presbyterian Church
is to grow in Christ,
be inspired to spread his word,
share his love throughout the community,
and experience joy on the way.
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Congratulations to Cariana for receiving a Certificate of Service for her participation
on the Principal’s Advisory Committee, working to help improve student life at
Adam Stephens Middle School. While she was busy doing that, she also earned
straight A’s and made the honor roll! Sister Cayla celebrates her graduation from
fifth grade and her move to middle school next year—it doesn’t seem possible!
In another family, Ezra was accepted to the Salem-Keizer Career Technical Education Center program for next year. Congratulations! Micah is excited to play cello
in Summer Strings this summer, and Caleb finished first grade and can read chapter
books now.
As we mentioned last month, Matthew is in Europe during July, touring with the Oregon Ambassadors of Music,
performing in France, Switzerland, Austria, and Germany.
Accomplishments abound in this group of awesome kids—be sure to congratulate them when you see them!

Thank you to Pastor Peter, Glen, and Matthew for their help in mounting the camera on the
back wall of the sanctuary. Thank you to CJ for the long-term loan of the tripod — and for
taking it home! Hooray! No more tripod in the aisle! The next step in the process is to look
at our current equipment cabinet and carts with the goal of designing a new setup to
securely store the recording equipment and improve operating efficiency.

Please be careful!
Pastor Peter will NEVER text or email you asking you for a “favor.” Lane received a text
that appeared to be from Peter asking for a favor—but it didn’t look like his phone
number, so she called him at his number in the directory (not the number the text was
from) to verify the message. He did not send the message—smart move, Lane!!
Previously, we’ve had some folks receive emails from “pastor.johnknoxpreskeizer @ gmail.com.” This email address has been “hijacked” by someone else—we do not use it. We will never ask you to buy gift cards in an email
or text for a “worthy cause.” If you receive any messages like this, please call or email the person it appears to be
from using their information in the church directory to verify if the request is authentic.

Church Directory Updates
The office has received some updates to the directory. We are concerned about putting those updates out in the
newsletter, as we have done in the past. The newsletter is posted on our website and could be “hacked” for this
information. If you have trouble contacting someone with the information in the directory, please email or call the
office or Eileen Sheelar. If we have updated information, we’ll be glad to share it. We’re hoping to distribute an updated directory with photos available this fall.
And speaking of an updated directory—we are taking photos for a few more weeks at
church to include in that directory. If you aren’t able to come to the church, you can take
a selfie or have someone take a picture and send it by email to Lee Emmett or by text to
Lee's cell phone. If that doesn’t work for you, please call Rosemary Willhite or Mary
Jo. We will make arrangements to take five minutes of your time and snap a picture.
Their contact information is in the church directory.
These photos are not intended to be used to create one of those formal photo directories
we had years ago. We just want to help you put faces with the names in the directory.
Thanks for your help!
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John Knox Calendar
Scheduled Events

Information

JKPC Education Time
“Sunday Potpourri”

10:00 am Sundays
Opportunities for music, education,
art, and socializing for all ages

JKPC Worship

10:30 am Sundays
First Sunday, Communion
Third Sunday, Christ Jar Offering

After Worship
Fellowship

Third Sundays - Birthday/
Anniversary Celebrations

JKPC Committees

7:00 pm Second Monday
Administration
7:00 pm Fourth Monday—Deacons
7:00 pm Third Wednesday-Session

Women’s
Fellowship

2:00 pm Third Tuesdays

Puerta del Cielo
Worship

1:00 pm Sundays
7:00 pm Tuesdays
7:00 pm Fridays

Keizer Old Time
Music

1:00 pm First Sundays

AA meetings
Social Hall

7:00 pm Mondays - Step Study
7:00 pm Thursdays - Book Study
8:00 am Saturdays - Coffee

Keizer Community
Food Bank

5:00-7:00 pm Mondays and
9:00-11:00 am Thursdays at Faith
Lutheran Church, 4505 River Rd N.
See their Facebook page for more
information

DAR-Daughters of
American Revolution

9:00-noon Third Wednesdays

July 2022
Sun Mon

3
10
17
24

4
11
18
25

Tue Wed

5
12
19
26

6
13
20
27

Thu

7
14
21
28

Fri

1
8
15
22
29

Sat

2
9
16
23
30

31

2
16

1
23

July Birthdays
Karen Bain
21 Tina Humiston
Sheila Cunningham 29 Leone Wenzel
July Anniversaries
Anna & Adam
Roy & Maxine
27
Robinson
Ebel
Peter & Diana
Blank

Events of Note
July 3—Worship with Communion
July 4—Independence Day; office closed
July 10—Worship
July 17—Worship, Christ Jars,
Birthday Sunday
July 24—Worship
July 31—Worship
May the God who dances in creation,
who embraces us with human love,

who shakes our lives like thunder,
bless us and drive us out with power
to fill the world with her justice. Amen.
Janet Morley
From Diana Butler Bass, Sunday Musings 6/26/22
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