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Welcome Home, Children of God!
Dear friends,
As the summer and August come to a close, we have fall challenges ahead. There are the settings of alarms, laying out of school clothes, and obtaining all the tools for learning to have in the backpacks for students. For the
non-students among us, there is preparation as well to get underway. We have our faith to practice. What is
Christian faith practice? These are shared patterns of activity. In and through our life lived in the grace of God,
these Christian practices form our way of life. Each is a set of acts, words, and images that address one area of
human need. They include hospitality, Sabbath-keeping, forgiveness, and making music.
Let’s see what that means in the area of hospitality: Ana María Pineda says, “To welcome the stranger is to
acknowledge him as a human being made in God’s image; it is to treat her as one of equal worth with ourselves—
indeed, as one who may teach us something out of the richness of experiences different from our own.” The
need for shelter is a fundamental human need. The Christian practice of hospitality is the practice of providing a
space to take in a stranger. It also includes the skills of welcoming friends and family member to our tables. In it
we claim the joys of homecoming. How do we develop the practice of hospitality? We can learn from those in our
neighborhood who seem to practice hospitality well. Ask them how they learned be hospitable and how they understand it. We can post signs at nearby street corners inviting people to our after-worship coffee time. We can
have bread baking parties in the church kitchen or someone’s home. Freeze those baked loaves in order to hand
them out to Sunday morning visitors.
On the subject of Sabbath-keeping, if you have you heard yourself say, “I’m so busy…I don’t have enough time to
get my all work done,” then this may fit. We are commanded to ‘keep the Sabbath’ (Exodus 20:8-11). Following the
exodus, the freed slaves were to observe the Sabbath by not working (Deuteronomy 5:12-15) and celebrate their
liberation. Through the history of Judaism, from sundown Friday to sundown Saturday all activities associated
with work or commerce are prohibited. More closely to our time, when Constantine declared Christianity the
state religion (321 C.E.), Sunday was established as the day for rest and worship. For us, a way to step off the busy
treadmill can be a return to the practice of a day of rest and relaxation. It can include joyful worship, feasting,
playing, taking delight in nature and in each other, and practice giving freedom to do something different from
what you do regularly all other days.
SO, these practices are things we do, like offering someone a warm welcome when we see them. AND, they
are meaning-ful because we connect as human beings one to another pointing beyond the individualism of our
culture to the bigger truth that we share this life with others. Practicing our faith connects us to God’s activity in
the world.
How do you practice your faith? Are there more ways beyond the four I mentioned above?
Walking with you,

Pastor Peter J. Blank
JOHN KNOX PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH (U.S.A.)
PO Box 20968 (452 Cummings Lane N)
Keizer, Oregon 97307–0968
503-393-0404
johnknoxpreskeizer.org
office.johnknoxpreskeizer@gmail.com

Sunday Worship: 10:30 a.m. in person
Weekly on-line videos posted on website
by Sunday evening.
Pastor: Rev. Peter Blank
Office Hours: Monday and Wednesday 9-12
Afternoons Mon & Wed by appointment

Visit our website for worship videos, weekly bulletins, and monthly newsletters.
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MISSION ACTIVITIES

Sheila Cunningham

Food items for Keizer Community Food Bank
53 cans of tuna and chicken were collected during the month of
August. These will be delivered to the Keizer Community Food Bank
to be distributed to our neighbors in need. We will be collecting
breakfast cereal and oatmeal for the month of September. These
items are in real need and are not always purchased by the food bank.

Cummings Elementary
Backpack Buddy deliveries will begin the week of Sept. 19. We are preparing weekend meals for 15 students. The
food is packed in paper bags, but we also like to put the paper bags into plastic shopping bags - the
kind you get your groceries packed in when you forget your reusable bags in the car!
(or is that just me?!). These plastic bags make carrying the food home easier and keeps
them dry on rainy days.
Remember that we are adding a jar of peanut butter once a month - that means 150
jars will be needed this year. The 16-ounce size works well. We’ve already collected
around 45 jars. Please keep this in mind when you go grocery shopping.

You are invited!
Join us for Mission Committee meetings! We meet on the second Wednesday of each month at 10 a.m. at the
church. Current members are Dixie Schafer, Lane Oxley, Linda Garland, Sheila Cunningham, and Vallory Bunday.
New members are always welcome!!

The mission of John Knox Presbyterian Church is to grow in Christ,
be inspired to spread his word, share his love throughout the community,
and experience joy on the way.

Look at that grape arbor/
pergola! It’s a cool resting
place on a hot day!

John Knox Community Garden

Public nibbling boxes help
reduce vandalism and theft,
which can be a problem.
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Women’s Fellowship

meets on the third
Tuesday of each month at 2:00 pm in the Social
Hall. All women of the church are invited to
join in the Horizons study of the Ten Commandments. You will enjoy the study and
fellowship—and the yummy refreshments,
too! Please contact Marlene Buell if you have
any questions. The first meeting of this
program year is September 20.

Choir Rehearsal
IT’S TAMALE TIME AGAIN!!
The wonderful cooks from Puerta del Cielo are
preparing to make tamales again! The magic day is
Saturday, September 17, beginning at 11:00 am in
the Social Hall. Tamales will be $22 per dozen. Plan
to stop and pick up fresh tamales for dinner!
Orders may be submitted in advance by emailing
Janet.villegas1980@gmail.com. Be sure to include your name, what
kind of tamale you want, and how many, and what time you will pick
them up. It might not hurt to include your telephone number in case
they have questions about your order.

begins Sunday,
September 11 after church, at about
11:45—12:30 in the large classroom.
Everyone is invited to share the fun
of singing under Anna’s direction
and enjoy the fellowship of making
music together. If you have questions, please call or email Anna.

Peace and Global Witness Special Offering begins September 4 and concludes on World Communion
Sunday, October 2. Through this offering, we connect with the wider church to confront systems of
injustice and promote reconciliation in places around the world — and right here at home.


25% of this Offering will stay with our congregation for our own ministries of peacemaking
and reconciliation.



25% of this Offering will join with other Cascades congregations to support peacemaking work
in our presbytery.



50% of this Offering supports programs and ministries working actively for peace and justice
around our nation and the world.
Sign up HERE to receive a daily email during A Season of Peace on the Practices of Building Peace.
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Presbyterian Women in the Presbytery of the Cascades
Fall Gathering—October 8, 2022 ~~ Caring for God’s Creation
Hybrid—In person and on Zoom
Gathering time: 9:30 a.m. Program 10:00 a.m—noon.
In Person: Columbia Presbyterian Church 805 Columbia Ridge Drive, Vancouver, WA
Program: Ruthann Marquis, Coordinator for Earth Care, Valley Community Presbyterian Church in Portland
Sharing ideas and activities from other Earth Care Congregations
Sharing available recycling options and information

This is how one should regard us, as servants of Christ and stewards of the mysteries of God. 1 Cor. 4:1
There is no registration fee for this event, however, we need to know how many are coming in person. Please send
your name, church affiliation and email address for all attendees to Mary Lou Williams at
mlwms41@comcast.net.

The Zoom link will be sent out to everyone on our email list several days before the
event. If you would like to be added to this list, please send your name, church affiliation
and email address to Rebecca Jewel at rojewel@gmail.com.
An offering will be taken during the event. The proceeds will be donated to Ecumenical
Ministries of Oregon’s Creation Justice program. If you would like to participate in this
offering, please send check(s) made out to Cascades Presbyterian Women to:
Mary Lou Williams, 14601 NW 26th Ave, Vancouver WA 98685 (360-576-5364)

Photo: David Jewel, 2021

For those attending in person, there will be time for fellowship following the program. Please bring a bag lunch.
For more information about this mission of the PCUSA check out their website at Sustainable Living & Earth Care
Concerns. For more information about PW—Cascades, go to their website at http://www.cascadespw.net/.
Bill and Helen Flanary joined us in worship
and after worship in the Social Hall on
August 21 for an early celebration of Bill’s
99th birthday, which is on September 1.
A great time (and cake) was had by all!
Happy Birthday, Bill!

Frederick Buechner was an American writer, novelist, poet, autobiographer, essayist,
preacher, and theologian. He was an ordained Presbyterian minister and the author of thirtynine published books. He was born on July 11, 1926 and died on August 15, 2022.
In his book Now and Then, Buechner wrote:
“If I were called upon to state in a few words the essence of everything I was trying to say both
as a novelist and as a preacher, it would be something like this: Listen to your life. See it for the
fathomless mystery it is. In the boredom and pain of it no less than in the excitement and gladness: touch, taste, smell your way to the holy and hidden heart of it because in the last analysis
all moments are key moments, and life itself is grace.”
The Conversations Before Church group studied one of Buechner’s more recent books, The Remarkable Ordinary:
How to Stop, Look, and Listen to Life, several years ago. Through story-telling about parts of his life, especially the
loss of his father by suicide, Buechner showed us, as John Sloan wrote in the forward, “how to stop, look, and listen to life, how to pay attention to the remarkableness of our lives, to watch for the greatness in the ordinary, and
to use our imaginations to see the greatness in others and love them well.”
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Notes from Session

Eileen Sheelar, Clerk

Session met on Zoom on Wednesday, August 24. It was a routine summer session meeting—there is
usually not a lot of business during this time of year. Officers were encouraged to review the calendar
that Mary Jo developed and distributed as a product of the planning sessions held in August. Minutes from the
Administration and Mission Committees were reviewed and action items identified . We celebrated the successful
completion of the annual financial review (reported by Bronwyn in the Treasurer’s report in this newsletter).
Our next meeting is September 21 via Zoom at 7 pm. Our meetings are open to anyone who wishes to
attend—please contact Eileen for the Zoom link on the morning of the meeting.
Our goal is to distribute an updated
church directory by the end of September. If you need to change any of your
directory information, please let Eileen
know. In the meantime, if you need an
address or telephone number for someone not listed or updated in the current
directory, please contact Eileen for the
most current information. Thanks!

Administration Committee met on August 8. Discussions and actions included the following:
 Added dates and deadlines for Board of Pension to our calendar with the Personnel Committee to ensure staff
performance reviews and contract renewals are completed in a timely manner
 Received from Joan Allen the updated emergency contact information. Many thanks to Joan for collecting this
information. Eileen has updated our records accordingly
 Pulpit supply and office coverage for Pastor Peter’s remaining 2022 vacation and study leave dates has been
arranged
 Delegated various upcoming office and building responsibilities
 Agreed to begin a trial time of adding the scripture and sermon from the previous week to the website video
selection. Our website service only allows 2 hours of video. Doing this allows us to offer two weeks of sermons
and the most recent full worship service.
 Rosemary Willhite and Lee Emmett are continuing to take photos for a new in-house photo directory. Eileen is
formatting the new directory with an anticipated completion date sometime in September.

John Knox Officers
Elder

Committee

Elder

Committee

Deacons

Sheila Cunningham

Mission

Bronwyn Curtis

Treasurer,
Administration

Anna Robinson

Stewardship,
Nominating

Mary Jo Emmett

Personnel,
Worship

Linda Garland, Moderator
Carrie High
Betty Correll
Joan Allen
Lane Oxley

Nancy Morgan

Worship

Eileen Sheelar
(Clerk)

Worship,
Tech Team

Rosemary Willhite

Administration

CJ High

Tech Team

Contact information is in
the church directory.
Please call or email the
office if you need a copy.
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From the Stewardship Committee
As we start the new school year, I am reminded that stewardship
emphasis season is fast approaching. This is the time of the year we
most closely look at financial stewardship, asking you to prayerfully
consider your financial support of John Knox and our mission within
our community, country, and world in the coming year. However, not
all gifts are monetary, and like in “The Story of And” we read and sang
with the children during Eileen’s children’s time July 31st, we all have
something to offer.
The following devotional by UCC Pastor, Tony Robinson is adapted
from his reflection in This Is How We Begin: Devotionals and Prayers to
Start Meetings, a collection of devotionals intended to center church
meetings in God’s wisdom. Let this devotional help center you, as you discern the ways in which you can
support the work of Jesus.

Anna and the Stewardship Committee

Sorry, That’s Not My Gift

An t h o ny B . Ro b in so n

Now concerning spiritual gifts, brothers and sisters, I do not want you to be uninformed.
1 Corinthians 12:1
I’m having second thoughts on spiritual gifts.

For a time now, we’ve been saying—I’ve been saying—that folks need to discern their particular gifts and be
supported in exercising those gifts. We have done gift discernment inventories. We have offered gift discernment workshops.
And sometimes that’s been terrific. Some people have named a gift they hadn’t recognized and claimed a
ministry that had their name written all over it. Hallelujah!

But sometimes this has gone sideways. As in, the dishes need to be washed. The trash wants taking out. The
notes for the meeting need to be taken and distributed. Or someone has to ask people for a pledge for next
year’s budget.
And people say, “Sorry—not my gift.”
Sometimes there’s stuff that just needs to be done. Sometimes—well, really, all the
time—there are mundane things that need to happen so the group, family, church,
etc. can function. Someone has to show up to unlock the door. Someone has to take
the food donations to the food bank. Someone has to count the offering.
Sometimes, in fact, it may even be good for us to do stuff—service—that has no
glory in it, that isn’t really fulfilling for us. We do it because it needs to be done. We
serve, whether the task at hand is exactly our thing or not. And maybe we even
forget about ourselves while we’re doing it—which may, in the end, be at least part
of the point of service in the first place.
Prayer: God, grant me grace so to lose myself in service to you that I may be truly found. Amen.
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Treasurer’s Report
Profit & Loss — June 2022

Bronwyn Curtis

INCOME
Pledges
Offerings
Miscellaneous
Christ Jar
Building Use
Per Capita
Food Bank Gifts
Backpack Buddies
Fund Acct Tfr In
TOTAL INCOME

Actual
$6,335
883
0
196
148
0
270
200

Budget
YTD Act YTD Bud
$5,415 $39,696
$38,755
375
19,729
2,625
375
2,533
2,625
90
715
630
83
1,037
583
0
756
400
150
1,010
1,050
100
850
700

$8,032

$6,588

$66,326

$47,368

TOTAL EXPENSES

$7,427

$7,519

$61,061

$57,033 You may also use the “Give Now” button at

$605

<$931>

$5,265

Please mail your offerings and pledges to

PROFIT/LOSS

<$9,665>

PO Box 20968, Keizer, 97307-0968.

johnknoxpreskeizer.org.

FROM THE TREASURER
July ended in the black $605.30. Annette Hatley, CPA,
completed the annual review of our financial practices and
record keeping on August 24th. The great news from my
perspective is that we passed with no exceptions! This last
year has been even more of a juggling act keeping all the
various balls in my life in the air simultaneously. I have not
always succeeded. So, this result is a definite feel-good
moment. However, I didn’t do this alone. Thank you to the
Administration Committee, session, offering counters and
office volunteers; together we are stronger.
Editor’s note: We can’t let this go without a sincere public
commendation of Bronwyn’s excellent administrative and
financial work for John Knox. We receive timely, clear, easyto-understand financial reports and we benefit from Bronwyn’s strong hand on the steering wheel to keep us in line
and following all the rules. In the area of finance, following
the rules is a very good thing—and Bronwyn’s excellent results over the years in our annual financial review is the result of her good direction and our ability to (mostly) follow
all the procedures she sets out
for us. Thanks be to God for
Bronwyn’s gifts and her sharing
them with us! Together we are
able to do our part to promote
God’s kin-dom in Keizer and
around the world.

The Gift of Generosity
Gracious God, may we know
the gift of generosity
and the joy that it can bring.
Generous with time,
helping those who need a hand.
Generous with care,
being there when times are bad.
Generous with wealth,
thankful that we have so much.
Generous with hope,
reassuring those who fear.
Generous with prayer,
when there’s illness or distress.
Generous with love,
giving without counting cost.
Gracious God,
may we know the gift of generosity
and the joy that it can bring
to both those who receive
and to the one who gives.
© John Birch, faithandworship.com
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The 5th annual event will include a live river
walk with personalized luminaries lining the
park paths. Join us for a self-paced river walk
and luminaria-lit labyrinth until 9:00 pm.
A short program will be offered in the Rotary
Pavilion at 7:30 pm featuring music, words of
comfort, and a memorial to veterans.
You can find more information including how
to purchase personalized luminarias for the
River Walk at wvh.org/Reflections.

Summer Worship

Eileen Sheelar

We ended July worship with a service centered around a children’s
book, The Story of And—The Little Word That Changed the World by
Sandy Eisenberg Sasso, illustrated by Joani Keller Rothenberg and
published by flyaway books. We have continued to work on our art
project during the time before church, and it is now installed in the
narthex to remind us that with God’s help and using the gift and power of AND, we can create God’s beloved community out of many diverse components.
In August, we began to explore the letter to
the Hebrews, with a break for a look at Ephesians with Rev. David Horn as Pastor Peter
took a study leave week. As the month ends,
we continue to explore the lectionary passages from Hebrews. They
encourage us to maintain our confidence in Christ despite difficult
times and persecution, remembering the great cloud of witnesses
who have come before us and encourage us even though their earthly lives have ended. Hebrews reminds us that Jesus Christ is the same
yesterday, today, and tomorrow—our changeless friend walking with
us wherever we go.

September Lectionary Readings
September 4
Jeremiah 18: 1-11
Psalm 139:1-6, 13-18
Philemon 1-21
Luke 14: 25-33

September 11
Jeremiah 8: 18-9:1
Psalm 79: 1-9
1 Timothy 2: 1-7
Luke 16: 1-13

September 18
Jeremiah 4: 11-12, 22-28
Psalm 14
1 Timothy 1: 12-17
Luke 15: 1-10

September 25
Jeremiah 32: 1-3a, 6-15
Psalm 91: 1-6, 14-16
1 Timothy 6: 6-19
Luke 16: 19-31

Daily lectionary readings are available at www.presbyterianmission.org/devotion/revised-common-lectionary/
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What to do about ‘Christian Ed’
Every summer, looking toward September when school starts up again,
churches start to plan their education program. Over many years, we’ve had
“Rally Sunday,” “Kickoff Sunday,” or other variations on the theme of starting up
the annual Christian Education program, complete with arts and crafts, dramas,
Bible stories, children’s choir, and other special activities. Over the years, many
dedicated people have invested a lot of time, effort, and most importantly, love,
into Christian Education. We did some pretty extravagant things—and we all enjoyed them!
However, today there are a couple of things we need to recognize: as a small congregation with a mostly
older membership, the ‘traditional’ programs that we have expected a church to offer are not realistic; and the
‘traditional’ approach to what we do/can offer has to change. At a recent planning meeting the group touched
briefly on the question of ‘what to do about Christian Ed?’ What would be taught, who would come, when could
this happen, who would lead/teach? Questions that had no obvious answers given how thinly each of the active
core leaders are spread. Despite the small number of available facilitators, we agreed something, in some form,
needs to happen for everyone: children, youth, and adults.
The What: Rather than searching for curriculum to buy and trying to fit it to our
congregation, we will reframe our education focus to exploring Faith
Formation. How we form and sustain our faith - what Bible stories, scriptures,
verses are favorites or important to each of us; what habits or spiritual practices
are used or helpful in keeping the faith; and how we respond to others’ needs.
The When: Looking at what’s happening since we started meeting in person (post
Covid restrictions), most times the children/youth are at the church about 30-40
minutes before worship and adults begin to filter in during that time – with both
groups present in the narthex. This seems to be a natural time to have one piece
of ‘Faith Formation’ – for all ages. And of course, the whole of Worship is an on-going life lesson in Faith Formation
when we pay attention and actively participate. Music is an important expression of faith, more voices and hands
are welcome! Choir rehearsals begin after worship on September 11 th – please see Anna. Other opportunities are
the Women’s Fellowship time, third Tuesdays of each month and small group potentials for members at Emerald
Pointe and Avamere retirement residences; then there’s becoming aware and acting on the mission outreach opportunities both locally and beyond. For more information on what we are doing now, or to share ideas about new
outreach opportunities, see any member of the Mission Committee (listed in their article on page 2).
The Who: Immediate plans in September are principally for the kids who will adapt one of the parables for
presentation in worship on September 18 when I am serving as pulpit supply; then I will plan topics of conversation and engagement for the children/youth and adults as well as ‘hands-on’ activities taking cues from the church
calendar, lectionary, special offerings and mission activities, and worship resources – plans are already forming for
Advent ornament making and tree trimming.
Your thoughts, suggestions, comments, and participation are very welcome as we seek to honor our call
to educate our children and members and to continue to foster and grow our faith in God while answering Christ’s
call to follow him!

Be the Church!
Peace,

Mary Jo Emmett
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John Knox Calendar September 2022
Scheduled Events

Information

“Sunday Potpourri” 10:00 am Sundays
JKPC GatheringOpportunities for education,
Time
art, and socializing for all ages
JKPC Worship

10:30 am Sundays
First Sunday, Communion
Third Sunday, Christ Jar Offering

JKPC Music

After church beginning Sept. 11
Choir Rehearsal—in November, Bells

After Worship
Fellowship

Third Sundays - Birthday/Anniversary
Celebrations

JKPC Committees

7:00 pm Second Monday -Admin
10:00 am Second Wednesday-Mission
7:00 pm Fourth Monday—Deacons
7:00 pm Third Wednesday-Session

Women’s
Fellowship

2:00 pm Third Tuesdays
September-May

Puerta del Cielo
Worship

1:00 pm Sundays
7:00 pm Tuesdays
7:00 pm Fridays

Keizer Old Time
Music

1:00 pm First Sundays

AA meetings
Social Hall

7:00 pm Mondays - Step Study
7:00 pm Thursdays - Way of Life
8:00 am Saturdays - Morning Coffee

Keizer Community
Food Bank

5:00-7:00 pm Mondays and
9:00-11:00 am Thursdays at Faith
Lutheran Church, 4505 River Rd N.
See their Facebook page for more
information

DAR-

Daughters of the American Revolution
9:00-noon Third Wednesdays

Sun Mon

4
11
18
25

1
1
5
3
14
27

5
12
19
26

Tue Wed

6
13
20
27

7
14
21
28

Thu

1
8
15
22
29

Fri

2
9
16
23
30

Sat

3
10
17
24
OCT 1

September Birthdays
Bill Flanary—99! 15 Jo Yeager
Roy Ebel
24 Glen Curtis
Linda Garland
September Anniversaries
Mike & Judi Liechty
Elias & Kay Ramsamooj
Paul & Joan Allen

Events of Note
Sept 4—Worship with Communion
Labor Day weekend
Sept 5—Office closed
Sept 11—Worship
Sept 18—Worship—Christ Jar Offering,
Birthday Sunday
Sept 25—Worship

We love because
God first loved us.
If we love God, we should
love our sisters and brothers
as well; we have this
commandment from God.
1 John 4: 19, 21
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