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JOHN KNOX NEWS 
John Knox Presbyterian Church (USA) 
Keizer, Oregon                   December 2022 

Welcome Home, Children of God!  

Dear friends, 

We are firmly in the season of Advent, having celebrated the first Sunday of Advent on November 27. 
Rev. Horn engaged us in a Q & A review of Jesus’ genealogy as described by Matthew—all 16 verses 
and 42 names—reminding us that there is a story behind the birth of Jesus—a long story full of inter-
esting characters, many of whom would not win a “Good Citizen of the Kingdom” award!  And yet God 
used each and every one of them toward God’s purpose as they encountered both challenges and joys 
in their lives.  

What about your story? Each of us has a story full of interesting characters and events—some of which 
we might not want to see on the front page of the local  newspaper! How has God has used those char-
acters and events in your life? How can you continue to share your faith with others in small and large 
ways? An encouraging word to a parent with an active child or a challenging teen? A sincere thank you 
to those who help you, even when it’s difficult to accept that assistance, because you would much  
prefer to be more independent? When I look back on my story, it’s is often the little things that have 
made a large difference in my life—I didn’t see it then, but I do now. Looking back to our story and  
seeing God’s hand helps us look ahead to help others and to share the faith that has sustained us.  

During Advent, we will continue to look at the theme From Generation to Generation… as we explore 
where God meets us and uses our story to extend God’s infinite love and justice for generations to 
come.  Please join us in worship! 

Eileen Sheelar 
Clerk of Session  

JOHN KNOX PRESBYTERIAN  CHURCH 

(U.S.A.) 

PO Box 20968 (452 Cummings Lane N) 

Keizer, Oregon 97307–0968  

503-393-0404 

Sunday Worship:  10:30 a.m. in person  

Weekly on-line videos posted  
on our website  by Sunday evening. 

johnknoxpreskeizer.org 

Church Office hours Monday 9-12   
and by appointment  

Visit our website for worship videos, weekly bulletins, and monthly newsletters.  
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Daily lectionary readings are available at www.presbyterianmission.org/
devotion/revised-common-lectionary/   

December Lectionary Readings 

December 4 
2nd Sunday of Advent 
Isaiah 11: 1-10 
Psalm 72: 1-7, 18-19 
Romans 15: 4-13 
Matthew 3: 1-12 

December 18 
4th Sunday of Advent  
Isaiah 7: 10-16 
Psalm 80: 1-7, 17-19 
Romans 1: 1-7 
Matthew 1: 18-25 
 

December 11 
3rd Sunday of Advent 
Isaiah35: 1-10 
Psalm 146: 5-10 or 
Luke 1: 46-55 
James 5: 7-10 
Matthew 11: 2-11 

December 24 
Christmas Eve 
Isaiah 9: 2-7 
Psalm 96 
Titus 2: 11-14 
Luke 2: 1-14 [15-20] 

December 25 
Christmas Dawn 
Isaiah 62: 6-12 
Psalm 97 
Titus 3: 4-7 
Luke 2: [1-7] 8-20 
Christmas Day 
Isaiah 52:7-10 
Psalm 98 
Hebrews1: 1-4 [5-12] 
John 1: 1-14 

When “foster care” is mentioned, what often 
comes to mind are cute little babies or toddlers. 
The reality is that many children in foster care are in 
middle  school and high school, and their needs can 
be lost in those images of cute little ones (who  
certainly have their needs, too!) Kids just wanna 
have fun, no matter what their living situation. Kids 
in foster care have had some challenges along the 
way, and often feel separated from their peers by 
those challenges. They are so grateful for an oppor-

tunity to make choices for themselves and to feel like “one of the crowd” - and that’s 
where these gift cards come in! They are managed by caseworkers and given to youth 
as a reward when they meet a behavioral or academic goal, or when they need a new 
coat or a pair of shoes. Along with the card comes the opportunity and gift of making 
their own choices and having some control over a small part of their life.   

We are collecting money to purchase gift cards to give to the 
Marion County Child Welfare Office for distribution to youth in 

foster care. The deadline for donations  for cards is Sunday,  
December 11. The cards will be delivered on Wednesday, December 14 along with 
some of Nancy Morgan’s hand-made quilted mini-bags filled with candy for the 
caseworkers who answer the call to take care of the “least of these”—children 
with family and relationship challenges. 

We have already received over $1,000 and we would like to meet or exceed last year’s total of $1685.  
This is a way to make a real difference in the lives of youth right here in Marion County. Thank you for 
your caring generosity.  

DEACONS’ CHRISTMAS DRIVE: GIFT CARDS FOR YOUTH IN MARION COUNTY FOSTER CARE 

https://www.presbyterianmission.org/devotion/revised-common-lectionary/
https://www.presbyterianmission.org/devotion/revised-common-lectionary/
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Saturday, Dec. 3  3:00 Salem Library, 
Monday, Dec. 5   6:30 St. Mark Lutheran Church 
   790 Marion St NE, Salem 
Sunday, Dec. 11   4:00  Christ’s Church—Monmouth 
   412 Clay St. W.  

The Just for Fun 
Singers 

Holiday Concert 

Wednesday, Dec. 7  
12:00 Noon 

First Christian Church 
685 Marion St. NE 

  
 
 

COME ONE, COME ALL!  
You are invited! 

All Church Christmas Party  

Saturday, December 3   
5:00 pm  at Lane’s home 

Bring a dinner dish or dessert to share and a small gift  

for a gift exchange game.  

Sharpen your wits—although Harry and ValJean can’t be 

with us, Harry has promised to send a Christmas  

word game to keep up the JKPC Christmas tradition.  

Please see your directory to call Lane  

for more information or directions 

Please join us for a Birthday Sunday 
Celebration on December 18 as we 
join honor those with December 
birthdays and anniversaries 
(especially Jesus!). After some birth-
day cake, we’ll  sing carols in the 
comfort of a warm building to usher 
in the week before Christmas.    



 4 

 

Session met on Zoom on Wednesday, November 16. The following items were discussed and  
actions were taken as noted: 
 We welcomed Rev. David Horn as our appointed moderator during this time of pastoral transition. 
 The primary topic of consideration was the 2023 budget. After considerable conversation, Bronwyn 

was asked to bring current income projections to the December meeting with  suggestions on how to 
clearly show pulpit supply expense and pastor salary so the potential costs are not duplicated and we 
can accurately estimate the amount of a projected deficit. Since we don’t have a good estimate of 
how long it might take to hire a new pastor,  the figures can flex depending on the timing.  

 The need for strategic planning for the future of John Knox was emphasized and will be addressed 
next year as the pastor’s position description is developed. 

 Position descriptions and contracts for the Music Director (Anna) and Pianist (Bethany) were  
reviewed and approved, with Anna abstaining from the discussion and vote.   

 After sharing joys and concerns, the meeting was closed with prayer.   

Our next meeting is December 21 at 7:00 p.m. via Zoom. Session  meetings are open to anyone who  
wishes to attend. Contact Eileen for Zoom meeting information.  

Notes from Session  Eileen Sheelar, Clerk 

2022 John Knox Officers  

Elder Committee Elder Committee  

Sheila Cunningham Mission Bronwyn Curtis Treasurer,  
Administration 

 

Anna Robinson Stewardship,  
Nominating 

Mary Jo Emmett Personnel,  
Worship  

 

Nancy Morgan Worship Eileen Sheelar  
(Clerk) 

Worship, 
Tech Team  

 

Rosemary Willhite Administration CJ High Tech Team  

Deacons 

Linda Garland, Moderator 
Carrie High 
Betty Correll 
Joan Allen 
Lane Oxley 

Contact information is in 
the church directory.  

Please call or email the 
office if you need a copy. 

We celebrate the pastors who filled not only our pulpit, but our hearts and minds with inspiring sermons 
during the month of November! 

Rev. Brian Heron,  
Presbyter for Vision and 
Mission, reminded us 
that in God’s plans for 
us, there is nothing 
wasted—all events will 
be useful as we journey 
with God. 

Rev. Steve Hammond—Steve brought fortune cook-
ies for Children’s Time—to demonstrate that may not 
be the best way to know about the future!  

Rev. Beverly Crow reminded us to Celebrate the Sto-
ry—to find our place in the story, even the youngest 
of us! She challenged us to encourage and include 
those who have not yet been part of our story– for 
we need to know their story to complete ours! 
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Vallory shares a Poem Prayer “Room” -  
Sugar, there is so much room for you here.  

Rev. David Horn quizzing the congregation on the genealogy of  
Jesus—and sharing with us why all those people matter in the  
larger story then and now.  

Liturgical Arts at JKPC  

 As we begin the season of Advent, the seasonal colors of purple and blue now grace the commun-
ion table, pulpit and lectern. The beautiful table ‘drops,’ pulpit/lectern covers and matching pastor’s stole 
were made by the late Kay Taylor, a former member and quilter extraordinaire; they debuted in 2008 and 
were used most recently in 2012.  John Knox has been blessed over the years by Kay’s and Nancy  
Morgan’s sewing gifts of various quilted paraments and wall hangings. These are part of our ‘permanent’ 
and traditional liturgical art inventory.  

The use of assorted visual enhancements in the sanctuary and narthex has long been part of John 
Knox’s church culture. Most church attendees are familiar with wall hangings, colorful table covers and 
pulpit/lectern drops (or fronts); often with color coordinated stoles; St Paul’s Episcopal, Salem even has 
Bible-themed hand needlepointed covers for their communion ‘kneelers’; stain glass windows  with Bible 
inspired themes could also be considered liturgical art. These visual liturgical artworks are meant to be 
more than ‘decorations;’ almost everything seen in a worship service (furnishings included) has been 
thoughtfully and intentionally placed to enhance and support the worship of God, the message of the 
scriptures and/or the church season, even the presence of flowers which some may consider decorative, 
serve to point to the beauty of God’s creation.  

Temporary works are also part of our liturgical art tradition – painted and glued paper pieces on 
the wall, and/or the use of layers of fabric, ribbon and even rocks creating “table-scapes” – have been 
used to be visual cues to engage more of our senses and whole selves in the worship of God. They are 
uniquely created just for specific worship themes, then taken down and mostly recycled or repurposed. 
This year’s wall piece is inspired by the logo design by Rev. Lauren Wright Pittman from our worship re-
source, A Sanctified Art: From Generation to Generation… which was developed around the narrative Gos-
pel texts and Isaiah readings from Year A in the Lectionary. Also, it is our practice to create this visual 
component over the whole four weeks of Advent, just as the scriptures during this time, reveal and lead 
us to the birth of Christ; it isn’t completed until Christmas! You can watch its creation each Sunday, and if 
you aren’t able to come to church, check out the video each week on our website.  

In this season of preparation, take the time to absorb the reflections of worship, the poetry, the 
music and the fellowship.  

   Hope, Joy, Love and Peace, Mary Jo Emmett 
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From Generation to Generation …  Eileen Sheelar, Chair of Worship  

November 27 was the first Sunday of Advent. We lit the HOPE candle and  
explored the genealogy of Jesus, which included five exceptionally strong 
women. From bottom left and moving counterclockwise: Tamar, Rahab, Ruth, 
Bathsheba (wife of Uriah), and Mary. The artist chose to represent Christ using 
a rose at the center of the composition. The women are imaged as foundational 
leaves building and upholding Christ. All of the women are looking at the viewer 
and holding objects to represent the fact that they took their life and survival 
into their own hands. They were catalysts who propelled the lineage forward.  
Curious? Read the stories about these women in the Bible—and marvel at their 
strength, faith, and resolve that gave them—and us—hope.  ART: Genealogy of Christ 

| Lauren Wright Pittman | A Sanctified Art sanctifiedart.org 

December 4, we will celebrate Communion and consider the story of Mary and Gabriel. The week’s theme 
is God meets us in our fear. When angels appear, the first words out of their mouths is some variation of 
“Do not be afraid.” How do we move forward when we are afraid? How did Mary have the courage to say 
“yes” to Gabriel? Artist Carmelle Beaugelin says, “Perhaps the most remarkable annunciation in this pas-
sage is not the messenger’s revelation to Mary, but Mary’s “yes” to the call.” What allowed Mary—what 
allows us—to accept God’s call in the midst of being overwhelmed with fear? Hint: it might have some-
thing to do with the candle we light — the PEACE candle.  

On the third Sunday of Advent, we light the JOY candle. Isaiah speaks of a desert that  
rejoices and blossoms. We peek in on Joseph’s quandary and his visitation from an angel 
that guided him to take Mary as his wife despite her pregnancy. Where’s the joy in that? 
God was indeed walking with Joseph in his life.  Joseph listened and took courageous  
action on what he heard, rearranging his life to follow God’s call. ART: Wilderness Blossom |  

Lauren Wright Pittman | A Sanctified Art sanctifiedart.org 

December 18 is the fourth Sunday of Advent. We will light the LOVE candle as we 
hear the story of Elizabeth and Mary. Afraid and uncertain after Gabriel’s announce-
ment, Mary ran to Elizabeth.  Elizabeth greeted Mary with love and acceptance, 
affirming Mary’s choice to say Yes to God. In that affirmation, Mary saw God’s mighty 
hand working throughout history, in her life then, and into the future—our future.   
ART: The Golden Cradle | Carmelle Beaugelin | A Sanctified Art sanctifiedart.org 

Christmas Eve is Saturday evening, and we will have a 7:00 Candlelight Communion service with special 
music by Anna and Vallory and music from the handbell choir. It will be a service to remember. 

Christmas morning, we will not be worshiping in person in the sanctuary. There will be a pre-recorded 
service available all week on our website for you to share with family and friends.   

We will return to the sanctuary on New Year’s Day to celebrate Christmastide and a new year.  

January 8, we will celebrate Epiphany as we remind ourselves that we have to seek God with all of our 
hearts, just not part—like the Magi, we have to follow the star that guides us to Jesus—and not get  
distracted by shiny signs and intriguing exit ramps. We must keep seeking every day, with all our hearts. 
Sharing Communion and celebrating the installation of new officers is a good way to end the season of 
Christmastide. 

Please join us for these worship services—each one will be different, and all together, they will guide us 
toward the light of the world as we begin a new calendar year that will include seeking God’s will for us 
as a congregation in Keizer—what is God calling us to in the next part of our journey? 

 

https://sanctifiedart.org/
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Treasurer’s Report                                     Bronwyn Curtis 

Please mail your offerings and pledges to  
PO Box 20968, Keizer, 97307-0968.   

You may also use the “Give Now” button at 
johnknoxpreskeizer.org.   

 INCOME Actual Budget YTD Act YTD Bud 

 Pledges $6,470 $5,415 $55,186 $55,000 

 Offerings * 1,336 375 22,673 3,750 

 Miscellaneous 669 375 3,761 3,750 

 Christ Jar  171 90 1,014 900 

 Building Use 70 83 1,229 833 

 Per Capita 0 0 756 400 

 Food Bank Gifts 250 150 1,525 1,500 

 Backpack Buddies 150 100 1,150 1,000 

 Fund Acct Tfr In         

 TOTAL INCOME $9,116 $6,588 $87,294 $67,133 

 TOTAL EXPENSES $8,699 $8,056 $80,078 $76,929 

 PROFIT/LOSS $417 <$1,468> $7,216 <$9,796> 

Profit & Loss — October 2022 

FROM THE TREASURER 

Financial Stewardship Emphasis season culminated on November 13th with the dedication of financial 
commitments to the work of Jesus Christ in and through John Knox Presbyterian.  Thank you for return-
ing your commitment forms.  As of Sunday, November 27th we have received 15 commitments totaling 
$60,020.  Having this information helps the session develop a budget for the coming year.  It will not be 
an easy process as we struggle with the reality of insufficient ongoing funding to continue to do ‘business 
as usual’.  Your prayers for discernment and guidance in this process are needed and appreciated.  

*Includes $15,000 bequest 

God, your expansive love makes room for us to breathe, and we want to love 
with our lungs and hearts full. So today we pray—teach us how to make that 
same room for others. When we come face to face with stories that are  
different from ours, show us how to add chairs to the table. When we find our-
selves face to face with stories that frustrate and test our patience, show us how 
to build bridges instead of walls. When we find ourselves face to face with stories 
that feel foreign or unrelatable, remind us to open the door and to listen fully. 
From Abraham to Mary, you made room for every story—and that love continues 
to make room for us. Teach us to do the same for our neighbor so this world will 
know love.   

 From a prayer by Rev. Sarah Speed 

Art and poem from A Sanctified Art, sanctifiedart.org Ponder | Hannah Garrity  

From  
Generation 

to  
Generation 

we share 
our faith  

story. 

https://www.johnknoxpreskeizer.org/
https://www.johnknoxpreskeizer.org/
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MISSION ACTIVITIES Sheila Cunningham 

The mission of John Knox Presbyterian Church is to grow in Christ,  

be inspired to spread his word, share his love throughout the community,  

and experience joy on the way. 

CONGREGATIONS HELPING PEOPLE 

Clients are often referred to CHP through faith communities or other agencies when 
they have basic needs such as  identification card, gas or bus vouchers, utility assistance, 
or other small but important needs such as work clothes or boots, etc. John Knox  
supports CHP with a line item in our budget along with your monthly Christ Jar Offering  
received on the third Sunday. We encourage donations of your coins—and we accept  
paper money and checks, too! — to support CHP’s mission. 

Those of you who have children know how quickly their little 
feet can grow, especially around elementary school age. 
When I asked Vanessa from Cummings Elementary if there 
were any needs we could help with, she suggested collecting 
shoes for when the students outgrow the new ones mom and 
dad bought them to start the school year! They can be used 
shoes that still have several months of wear left in them.  
Vallory made a collection container that will be set up in the 

narthex. We will collect the shoes for a few months and then give them to Vanessa. This will be an  
ongoing mission project, so collect them as you can. Often times you can find them at yard sales or thrift 
stores if you don’t have small children at home. Thank you from the little feet of Cummings Cougars! 

We continue to pack 15 food bags each week for Cummings students. Jacob and Lane are steady helpers 
and Vallory and Dixie help out as well. We add a jar of peanut butter once a month so that is an ongoing 
need. Financial donations may be directed to Backpack Buddies and we’ll always accept jars of peanut 
butter! 

Breakfast cereal and oatmeal are a continued need at the food bank. Donations can be put in the grocery 
cart parked in the narthex on Sunday mornings.  

Pull tabs are an ongoing project as well. They are given to the Ronald McDonald House in Bend. This is a 
fundraiser for them. My friend from Burns recently took our stash to the facility and said we donated 
about 12 pounds of pull tabs. While this is not a huge donation - maybe 
around $5.00 - it’s a painless process that goes to a good cause. Pull off 
that tab when you’ve finished your beverage of choice, or tuna fish, or cat 
food. Remember if we all do a little, it adds up to a lot. 

Your mission committee, along with other folks from the congregation, 
were able to help three church members with yard work this fall! Betty, 
Lane and Dixie say a big THANK YOU! 

T HAN K 
YO U!  
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WATER FOR WARM SPRINGS 
The Warm Springs Task Force (WSTF) of the Presbytery of the Cascades, in its 
work to assist the church and community of Warm Springs, asks that church-
es and/or individuals contribute to the most urgent need for bottled water for 
the residents, businesses, schools, etc. Currently both one and five gallon jugs 
are delivered Warm Springs with a weekly cost of $4,500. We ask that gifts be 
sent to the Cascades Presbytery. The funds will be used to purchase water for 
the Warm Springs community.  

You may contribute to the water fund by noting “Warm Springs” on your donation. Bronwyn 
will forward the donation to the Presbytery office. You may also donate directly to the Presby-
tery at cascadespresbytery.org using the DONATE button on their website.  Contact  
warmspringsorpcusa@gmail.com for more information. 

THE PERFECT GIFT 
When Jesus was born among us, he came as a helpless baby 
destined to bring joy, peace and salvation to his people. 
This child, God’s Word made flesh — fully human and fully 
God — became one of us. One with us. One among us. In all 
of our vulnerabilities, struggles and triumphs, Jesus became 
one of us — leading us, knowing us, connecting us to him-
self and to each other, and offering us his gift of eternal life. 

The perfect gift. 

Through the Christmas Joy Offering, we reflect God’s per-
fect gift to us, with generous support of church leaders 
among us — past, present and future — who have pointed 
us to God. We honor and celebrate leaders like retired  
pastors, church workers and their families who have faith-
fully guided and led us but who now find themselves in  
critical financial need. We honor and celebrate emerging 
leaders like students in schools and colleges equipping  
communities of color, who develop leadership skills as they 
pursue their education and prepare to bring their gifts in 
service to the world God loves so much. 

Jesus’ example as a child born to be among us and lead us to eternal life provides a pattern for us to  
follow as we celebrate those who have led us in the past and will lead us into the future. Through the 

Christmas Joy Offering, we come together to support 
past, present and future leaders, embodying God’s 
perfect gift to us, Jesus Christ.  Remember, if we all do 
a little, it adds up to a lot! 

We will receive the Christmas Joy Offering through  
Epiphany, January 8. Your generous gifts make a big 
difference to our leaders, past, present, and future.  
Thank you! 

https://cascadespresbytery.org/
mailto:warmspringsorpcusa@gmail.com?subject=Water%20for%20Warm%20Springs
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Scheduled Events Information 

“Sunday Potpourri” 
JKPC  Gathering-
Time 

10:00 am Sundays 
Opportunities for education,  
art, and socializing for all ages 

JKPC Worship 
 

10:30 am Sundays 
First Sunday, Communion 
Third Sunday, Christ Jar Offering 

JKPC Music Before church in December— 
Handbell Choir 

After Worship  
Fellowship 

Third Sundays  -  Birthday/Anniversary 
Celebrations 

JKPC Committees 7:00 pm Second Monday -Admin 
10:00 am Second Wednesday-Mission 
7:00 pm Fourth Monday—Deacons 
7:00 pm Third Wednesday-Session  

Women’s  
Fellowship 

2:00 pm  Third Tuesdays  
 September-May 

Puerta del Cielo   
Worship 
 

1:00 pm Sundays 
7:00 pm Tuesdays 
7:00 pm Fridays 

Keizer Old Time  
Music 

1:00 pm First Sundays  

AA meetings 
Social Hall 

7:00 pm Mondays  - Step Study 
7:00 pm Thursdays  - Way of Life 
8:00 am Saturdays  - Morning Coffee 

Keizer Community 
Food Bank 

5:00-7:00 pm  Mondays and 
9:00-11:00 am Thursdays at Faith  
Lutheran Church, 4505 River Rd N. 
See their Facebook page for more  
information 

DAR Daughters of the American Revolution 
9:00-noon Third Wednesdays 

John Knox Calendar   December 2022 

Events of Note 
Dec. 3 Salem Community Chorus Concert 
 Salem Library Loucks Center, 3 pm 
Dec. 3 All Church Christmas Party 5:00 pm 
Dec. 4 Worship—Advent 2—Communion 
Dec. 5 Salem Community Chorus Concert 
 6:30 pm St. Mark Lutheran 
Dec.  7 Just for Fun Singers Concert  
 Noon, First Christian Church 
Dec. 11 Worship—Advent 3 
 DEADLINE-GIFT CARD DONATIONS 
Dec. 11 Salem Community Chorus Concert 
 Christ’s Church Monmouth 4 pm 
Dec. 12 Administration Comm. 7 pm  Zoom  
Dec. 18 Worship—Christ Jar Offering 
 Birthday Sunday and Carol Sing 
Dec. 21 Session 7 pm Zoom  
Dec. 24 Christmas Eve service with  
 handbells and Communion  
Dec. 25 Worship on-line—see website 
 No in-person worship 
Jan. 1 Worship 10:30 in-person 
Jan. 8 Epiphany Sunday Worship 10:30    
 with Communion and installation of  
 officers   

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

    1 2 3 

4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

11 12 13 14 15 16 17 

18 19 20 21 22 23 24 

25 26 27 28 29 30 31 

December    Birthdays 

6 Linda Robinson 29 Jim Cozort 

10 Dixie Schafer 30 Micah Robinson 

13 Tim Beringer 31 Marlene Buell 

Anniversary 

23 Lee & Mary Jo Emmett 

If you must look back, do so forgivingly. 
If you will look forward, do so prayerfully. 

But the wisest course would be to be present  
in the present gratefully. 

―Maya Angelou 

Merry Christmas! 


