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John Knox Presbyterian Church  

 

March 19, 2023     

 

Fourth Sunday in Lent 

Welcome! Please be seated and  prepare your hearts for worship. 

WE PREPARE TO RECEIVE THE WORD 

Gathering Music       “Savior, Like a Shepherd Lead Us”    Arr. Victor Labenske     

Words of Welcome 
The peace of Christ be with you! And also with you! 

Prelude     “Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee”   Arr. Victor Labenske 

* Call to Worship 
When the world is dark and full of hate and fear, 
when we cannot see God 
we will turn on the light. 
When we cannot find our way back to love and peace 
we will turn on the light. 
When our vision dims due to the darkness within 
we will turn on the light. 
Christ opens our eyes with the gift of sight. 
The light of the world is Jesus Christ. 
Come and worship the one who brings sight to the blind. 
Hallelujah! Praise God, the light of the world! 

* Hymn “Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee”   #611 

* Call to Confession 

* Unison Prayer of Confession  
Creator God, in a world filled with so much pain, we’re often tempted to shut our eyes 
rather than see things as they really are.  Grant us the courage to face the reality of our 
world, and give us the strength to bring your light into the dark corners.  Help us to see 
others as you see them, and forgive us when we do not trust you enough to open our eyes 
to all the possibilities before us. Lead us in the footsteps of the Light of the World, in 
whose name we pray.  Amen.  

* Words of Assurance 

* Response      “Great Are You, Lord”    #614  

  

* =Stand in body or spirit    Bold=congregation    Italic=leader 

 

   JESUS MAFA - Cameroon 
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WE RECEIVE THE WORD 

Time with Our Children  

Biblical Background  

Prayer for Illumination 

Gospel Reading         John 9: 1-41            Eugene Peterson’s The Message 

 1-2 Walking down the street, Jesus saw a man blind from birth. His disciples asked, “Rabbi, who 
sinned: this man or his parents, causing him to be born blind?” 
3-5 Jesus said, “You’re asking the wrong question. You’re looking for someone to blame. There is no 
such cause-effect here. Look instead for what God can do. We need to be energetically at work for 
the One who sent me here, working while the sun shines. When night falls, the workday is over. For 
as long as I am in the world, there is plenty of light. I am the world’s Light.” 
6-7 He said this and then spit in the dust, made a clay paste with the saliva, rubbed the paste on the 
blind man’s eyes, and said, “Go, wash at the Pool of Siloam” (Siloam means “Sent”). The man went 
and washed—and saw. 
8 Soon the town was buzzing. His relatives and those who year after year had seen him as a blind 
man begging were saying, “Why, isn’t this the man we knew, who sat here and begged?” 
9 Others said, “It’s him all right!” 

But others objected, “It’s not the same man at all. It just looks like him.” 

He said, “It’s me, the very one.” 
10 They said, “How did your eyes get opened?” 
11 “A man named Jesus made a paste and rubbed it on my eyes and told me, ‘Go to Siloam and wash.’ 
I did what he said. When I washed, I saw.” 
12 “So where is he?” 

“I don’t know.” 
13-15 They marched the man to the Pharisees. This day when Jesus made the paste and healed his 
blindness was the Sabbath. The Pharisees grilled him again on how he had come to see. He said, “He 
put a clay paste on my eyes, and I washed, and now I see.” 
16 Some of the Pharisees said, “Obviously, this man can’t be from God. He doesn’t keep the Sabbath.” 

Others countered, “How can a bad man do miraculous, God-revealing things like this?” There was a 
split in their ranks. 
17 They came back at the blind man, “You’re the expert. He opened your eyes. What do you say about 
him?” 

He said, “He is a prophet.” 
18-19 The Jews didn’t believe it, didn’t believe the man was blind to begin with. So they called the 
parents of the man now bright-eyed with sight. They asked them, “Is this your son, the one you say 
was born blind? So how is it that he now sees?” 
20-23 His parents said, “We know he is our son, and we know he was born blind. But we don’t know 
how he came to see—haven’t a clue about who opened his eyes. Why don’t you ask him? He’s a 
grown man and can speak for himself.” (His parents were talking like this because they were 
intimidated by the Jewish leaders, who had already decided that anyone who took a stand that this 
was the Messiah would be kicked out of the meeting place. That’s why his parents said, “Ask him. 
He’s a grown man.”) 
24 They called the man back a second time—the man who had been blind—and told him, “Give credit 
to God. We know this man is an impostor.” 
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25 He replied, “I know nothing about that one way or the other. But I know one thing for sure: I was 
blind . . . I now see.” 
26 They said, “What did he do to you? How did he open your eyes?” 
27 “I’ve told you over and over and you haven’t listened. Why do you want to hear it again? Are you so 
eager to become his disciples?” 
28-29 With that they jumped all over him. “You might be a disciple of that man, but we’re disciples of 
Moses. We know for sure that God spoke to Moses, but we have no idea where this man even comes 
from.” 
30-33 The man replied, “This is amazing! You claim to know nothing about him, but the fact is, he 
opened my eyes! It’s well known that God isn’t at the beck and call of sinners, but listens carefully to 
anyone who lives in reverence and does his will. That someone opened the eyes of a man born blind 
has never been heard of—ever. If this man didn’t come from God, he wouldn’t be able to do 
anything.” 
34 They said, “You’re nothing but dirt! How dare you take that tone with us!” Then they threw him 
out in the street. 
35 Jesus heard that they had thrown him out, and went and found him. He asked him, “Do you believe 
in the Son of Man?” 
36 The man said, “Point him out to me, sir, so that I can believe in him.” 
37 Jesus said, “You’re looking right at him. Don’t you recognize my voice?” 
38 “Master, I believe,” the man said, and worshiped him. 
39 Jesus then said, “I came into the world to bring everything into the clear light of day, making all the 
distinctions clear, so that those who have never seen will see, and those who have made a great 
pretense of seeing will be exposed as blind.” 
40 Some Pharisees overheard him and said, “Does that mean you’re calling us blind?” 
41 Jesus said, “If you were really blind, you would be blameless, but since you claim to see everything 
so well, you’re accountable for every fault and failure.” 

The Gospel of our Lord. Thanks be to God.  

Sermon  “Asking the Wrong Questions” Rev. Steve Hammond 

 WE RESPOND TO THE WORD 

Hymn        “My Soul Cries Out with a Joyful Shout” #100 

Installation of Officers  
There are varieties of gifts, but it is the same Spirit who gives them. 
There are different ways of serving God, but it is the same Lord who is served. 
God works through each person in a unique way, but it is God’s purpose that is accomplished. 
To each is given a gift of the Spirit to be used for the common good. 
Together we are the body of Christ, and individually members of it. 

Constitutional and Congregational Questions 
Declaration of Installation 

* Hymn  “When I Came into This Life”  #691 

Prayers of the People     
Lord, in your mercy … hear our prayers. 

The Lord’s Prayer traditional 
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Church and Community Life 

Offering Ourselves and Our Gifts 

Call for the Offering 

Offertory   “Brother James’ Air”            Arr. Penny Rodriguez 

* Sung Response    “Praise God from Whom All Blessings Flow”            #607 

* Prayer of Dedication 

 

WE GO FORTH TO PRACTICE OUR FAITH 

* Sending Song      “The Trees of the Field” #80 

* Charge and Blessing 

Please be seated to enjoy the postlude. 

Postlude         “Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee”     Arr. Victor Labenske 
 

This service is being recorded   
and will be posted on our website for a week.   

Invite your friends or family to join us in worship! 

 

We worship on the traditional grounds of the Kalapuya  
people and their many tribes. We are grateful to their elders,  

past and present, who have stewarded this land  
through the generations. 

 

Church and Community Life  

PLEASE EXTEND a warm welcome to Rev. Steven Hammond as he preaches and leads 
worship today. Steve is a retired Presbyterian minister whose bi-vocational career as a 
physician assistant provided the opportunity to serve smaller congregations in rural 
medically underserved communities in Idaho, Washing-ton and Michigan.  He now lives in 
Albany, serving as pulpit supply around the presbytery and as a member of the Medical 
Reserve Corp of Linn County.   

JOIN US to celebrate March birthdays and anniversaries in the social hall today after worship 

WELCOME and THANK YOU to Beth Neal, ruling elder, and Dixie Schafer, deacon, as they are 
installed to service in the Class of 2025 today. 

CHRIST JAR OFFERING today goes to Congregations Helping People, an organization 
supported by many Salem-Keizer churches to help our neighbors with emergency needs. We 
send CHP a monthly pledge, designated donations, and your Christ Jar offerings of coin and 
other moneys received on third Sundays. This is a good way to directly help people, not only 
with money or vouchers for immediate needs, but also with referrals to other local 
resources.  

KEIZER COMMUNITY FOOD BANK – Our focus foods this month are rice and pasta. Thank 
you for your donations of any food or money – the need continues and our help is necessary 
and appreciated.  
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BIBLE FOUNDATION collects bibles – new, used, even damaged and parts of old bibles. The 
objective of this foundation is to get the scripture into hands and hearts everywhere. This is 
a nationwide project, with the headquarters in Newberg Oregon. The Salem Free Methodist 
Church on Silverton Road is a local collection site. Bring your extra or damaged bibles to the 
church, and Sheila will deliver them.  

OTHER MISSION PROJECTS: Peanut butter for Backpack Buddies; shoes for Cummings; pull 
tabs for Ronald McDonald House; and cards for St. Jude’s Ranch. 

Looking Ahead 

TODAY after worship Birthday Celebration – Social Hall 
Tues. Mar 21     2:00   Women’s Fellowship – Social Hall 
Sun. Mar 26     9:30 Lenten Choir Rehearsal 
   10:30 Worship – Rev. Pat Berger 
Sun. April 2      9:30 Lenten Choir Rehearsal 
  10:30 Palm Sunday Worship with  
   Communion - Rev. Kelly Dickson 
Sun. April 9 10:30 Easter Worship with flowered 
   cross and Rev. Beverly Crow 
   Expanded social hour 
 

 

 

 

For more than 70 years, One Great Hour of Sharing has connected us in God’s healing, 
tending and growing to create a world where all needs are met. Your gifts are shared with 
the ministries of the Presbyterian Hunger Program, Self-Development of People and 
Presbyterian Disaster Assistance. 

 WHEN WE ALL DO A LITTLE, IT ADDS UP TO A LOT! 
 

Your OGHS Offering in action 
Presbyterian Disaster Assistance (PDA) is reaching out to its partners in southern Africa, where 
powerful Cyclone Freddy has struck multiple times, leaving hundreds of people dead. 

Assistance includes a PDA solidarity grant to help provide humanitarian aid to those affected by 
Freddy, which holds the record for most accumulated cyclone energy of any storm in the 
southern hemisphere and possibly worldwide, according to Reuters. 

The storm has killed more than 400 people in Malawi, Mozambique and Madagascar since it 
first made landfall in Africa in late February and then hit the region again last weekend, Reuters 
noted. It also has triggered flooding and landslides and flattened homes. 

March Birthdays 

8 Adam Robinson 27 Maxine Ebel 

9 Bronwyn Curtis 31 CJ High 

20 Elias Ramsamooj 

March Anniversary 

6 Carrie and CJ High  

O N E  G R E A T  H O U R  
O F  S H A R I N G  O F F E R I N G  

Received through April 9 

https://www.presbyterianmission.org/story/presbyterian-church-u-s-a-is-responding-to-cyclone-freddy/
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According to ACT Alliance, which is a global faith-based coalition with about 140 members, 
including PDA, the cyclone knocked out critical roads, electricity and communication in the 
most affected areas. Floods and increasing water levels from rain have led many people to be 
displaced.   

Stand in the G-A-P – Give, Act, Pray.  

 

John Knox Presbyterian Church (USA) 
PO Box 20968 (452 Cummings Lane N)  
Keizer, OR 97307             (503) 393-0404 

Office Hours:  Mondays 9-12 and by appointment 
Office email: office.johnknoxpreskeizer@gmail.com 

Web: johnknoxpreskeizer.org 
 

Liturgist:  Lane Oxley                  Music Director: Anna Robinson 
Guest Preacher: Rev. Steve Hammond                     Pianist: Bethany Cozort 

 
Bulletin Image: JESUS MAFA. Jesus cures the man born blind, from Art in the Christian Tradition, Vanderbilt 
Divinity Library, Nashville, TN.  Call to worship from Ministry Matters 


