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WE PREPARE TO RECEIVE THE WORD
Processional

“When I’m Afflicted, Poor, and Low”

William Bradley Roberts

Words of Welcome
Welcome to this time of worship at John Knox Presbyterian Church. Our UNRAVELING theme concludes
this week ...seeking God when our plans fall apart. Each week we spend time looking at our lives in
partnership with a biblical narrative where God meets us in the spiraling, unraveling our plans and our
lives... and weaving us into something new.
Welcome to those who gather in person and those who join us remotely. It is time to worship. So
breathe deep. Pause. Let’s begin.
Prelude

“When I’m Afflicted, Poor, and Low”

William Bradley Roberts

* Opening Words
Don’t hold back. Bring yourself.
For God loves us just as we are.
Don’t hold back. Bring every bit of yourself.
For all of us is welcome here –
scars and fears, depression and doubt,
hope and joy, light and laughter.
Don’t hold back. Bring all of yourself.
For God longs to be with us, so let us worship the God of love.
* Opening Hymn

“Dear Lord and Father of Mankind”

#169

* Call to Confession
God knows that living is hard, that living this life is confusing. God knows we stumble and fall. We don’t
need to carry the past any longer. Let us confess our sins to live without that burden.
* Unison Prayer of Confession
Gracious God, we admit that there are things we sweep under the rug –
shame, self-doubt, mental health struggles, and our own insecurities.
We know that is not what you want for us,
for Jesus loved the healthy and the sick parts of everyone.
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With Jesus, there was no stigma, fear, or bias.
God of creation, help us to love and live in the same way.
Forgive us when we hate ourselves or distance ourselves
from others, simply for being human.
You long for better, and we long for you. Gratefully we pray, Amen.
* Declaration of Forgiveness
God dreams so much for each of you, for each of us. Do not be afraid. You do not need the demons.
What God is creating for humanity is filled with joy and peace and enough for everyone. This is the Good
News. Friends, we are forgiven!
* Sung Response

“Praise the One Who Breaks the Darkness”
see projection, tune #475
Praise the One who breaks the darkness / with a liberating light.
Praise the One who frees the pris'ners, / turning blindness into sight.
Praise the One who preached the Gospel, / healing ev'ry dread disease,
calming storms and feeding thousands / with the very bread of peace.

Praise the One who blessed the children / with a strong, yet gentle word.
Praise the One who drove out demons / with a piercing two-edged sword.
Praise the one who brings cool water / to the desert's burning sand.
From this well comes living water / quenching thirst in ev'ry land.
Praise the one true love incarnate: / Christ, who suffered in our place.
Jesus died and rose for many / that we may know God by grace.
Let us sing for joy and gladness, / seeing what our God has done.
Praise the one redeeming glory; / praise the One who makes us one. 
Words: Rusty Edwards © 1987 Hope Publishing Company. All rights reserved. One License #A-735693
Music: NETTLETON, from Wyeth’s Repository of Sacred Music, 1813. Public Domain.

Prayer of the Day
Loving, Compassionate One, we are struggling. It is hard to live into your dreams for us. Our world is not
as you taught us to make it. Remind us of the foundations of our being: love of You and love of one
another. Turn us toward one another: Nudge us into a life of radical community. And when we lose
focus on love: Regular communion with you grounds us. Today, God, we choose you. We choose to love
our neighbors in just such a time as this (Esther 4:14). We commit to live faithfully to, do justice,
embrace love, and walk with humility (Micah 6:8). Amen.
“Healer of Our Every Ill”

Hymn

#795

WE RECEIVE THE WORD OF THE LORD
Message for Young and Growing Ones

Rev. Peter Blank

Prayer for Illumination
God of unending surprises, this life is a tapestry of moments woven together, and we long to be
weavers of love. Today we gather and pray that you would unravel our bias. Unravel our assumptions.
Unravel whatever it is that keeps us from you. And as you do, clear space in our hearts for your Word.
We are listening. We are praying. Amen.
Scripture Reading
Mark 5:1-20
The Living Bible
When they arrived at the other side of the lake, a demon-possessed man ran out from a graveyard,
just as Jesus was climbing from the boat.
This man lived among the gravestones and had such strength that whenever he was put into
handcuffs and shackles—as he often was—he snapped the handcuffs from his wrists and smashed
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the shackles and walked away. No one was strong enough to control him. All day long and through
the night he would wander among the tombs and in the wild hills, screaming and cutting himself
with sharp pieces of stone.
When Jesus was still far out on the water, the man had seen him and had run to meet him, and fell
down before him.
Then Jesus spoke to the demon within the man and said, “Come out, you evil spirit.”
It gave a terrible scream, shrieking, “What are you going to do to me, Jesus, Son of the Most High
God? For God’s sake, don’t torture me!”
“What is your name?” Jesus asked, and the demon replied, “Legion, for there are many of us here
within this man.”
1
Then the demons begged him again and again not to send them to some distant land.
Now as it happened there was a huge herd of hogs rooting around on the hill above the lake. “Send
us into those hogs,” the demons begged.
And Jesus gave them permission. Then the evil spirits came out of the man and entered the hogs,
and the entire herd of about 2000 plunged down the steep hillside into the lake and drowned.
The herdsmen fled to the nearby towns and countryside, spreading the news as they ran. Everyone
rushed out to see for themselves. And a large crowd soon gathered where Jesus was; but as they
saw the man sitting there, fully clothed and perfectly sane, they were frightened. Those who saw
what happened were telling everyone about it, 1and the crowd began pleading with Jesus to go
away and leave them alone! So he got back into the boat. The man who had been possessed by the
demons begged Jesus to let him go along. But Jesus said no.
“Go home to your friends,” he told him, “and tell them what wonderful things God has done for you;
and how merciful the Lord has been.”
So the man started off to visit the Ten Towns of that region and began to tell everyone about the
great things Jesus had done for him; and they were awestruck by his story.
Response: Holy wisdom, holy words. Thanks be to God.
Sermon

“Unraveled by Life”

Rev. Peter Blank

WE RESPOND TO THE WORD OF THE LORD
* Hymn

“O Christ the Healer”

#793, sing to tune #748

Prayers of the People
Prayers are gathered from the congregation – Lord, in your mercy, Hear our prayers.
Pastoral Prayer
God of Humanity and Creation, we turn to you aware that you share our heartache about the many
schisms in our nation and world. We ask for healing that we might cease fighting and arguing over the
inconsequential and keep our focus on your dreams for humanity. Forgive our own selfishness, greed,
and pettiness. Forgive our failure to see the amazing all around us. Open our hearts and minds that we
can be the people your divine breath animated us to be.
Please be with our leaders both formal and informal that they might be guided by your ways. Move us
to stand up beside them and uses our voices and bodies to unify humanity.
Confident that you know our feelings of anxiety this morning about the war in Ukraine, we pray for
peace. Provide a salve that will lead to grace and respect among the leaders of the world.
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For those who yet suffer from the COVID-19 virus and those whose lives have been upended in small and
in significant ways these two years we pray. We yearn for a salve that guides us through the next stages
of this pandemic with our decisions based on inclusiveness and the love of all our neighbors.
As we remember that every human being carries your divine image our thoughts turn to specific people
and issues.
TIME OF SILENCE and PETITION
God, hear our prayers.
We now pray the prayer that Jesus taught us, “Our Father...”
Lord’s Prayer

Traditional
Our Father, who art in Heaven, hallowed be Thy name.
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts,
as we forgive our debtors.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil,
for thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen

Church and Community Life

See information below

Offering Ourselves and Our Gifts
Invitation to the Offering
There are many signs we claim for our faith but ultimately it is our active love that reveals who
we worship. As the offering plate comes around commit to give of your whole selves. Give of
your talents and material possessions to the Church with the expectation that they be used to
further God’s dream for our world. Please commit yourself and give as you’re able.
Offertory

“Resting in God’s Arms”

Mark Hayes

Sung Response

“We Lift Our Voices”

#710

* Prayer of Dedication
Divine One, we promise to use these gifts for good. We promise to use these gifts in furthering
God ’s realm. We commit to using these gifts in love and mercy for others. Amen.
* Sending Song

“Send Me, Jesus”

#746

* Charge and Blessing
We leave now to live our lives. We will grow old, we will raise families, we will love neighbor and family.
We will get on with living our lives, mindful of the dreams God has for humanity. Where ever we are, we
trust. God’s peace will come.
Postlude

“O Love that Wilt Not Let Me Go”

Albert Lister Peace
Arr. Phillip Keveren

We worship on the traditional grounds of the Kalapuya people and their many tribes. We are grateful to
their elders, past and present, who have stewarded this land through the generations.
The sanctuary and entry area are equipped with a hearing loop to assist those with
compatible hearing aids. If you need assistance, please let us know.
Large print bulletins are available on the entry table.
Liturgist: Vallory Bunday
Pianist: Bethany Cozort

Pastor: Rev. Peter Blank
Music Director: Anna Robinson

Permission to reprint / stream copyrighted music in this service from One License #A-735693, CCL#3162413, St. James Music Press #13405, or
the composer. Opening, confession, and illumination, Rev. Sarah (Are) Speed, A Sanctified Art LLC, sanctifiedart.org; Prayer of Day, Offering,
and Benediction: Tim Graves, liturgybits.com.
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Mark 5: 1-20
BEGGED TO LEAVE

FROM THE ARTIST HANNAH GARRITY

Excerpt:
Have you ever seen the illustration of equity vs.
equality? There is a young child standing next to a
young teenager and an adult. They all wish to see
over a fence. In the description of equality, they
each get a box that is the same size. The adult now
towers over the fence, the teenager can see, but
the child is still unable to see what’s on the other
side. In the depiction of equity, they each get a
different sized box. Now, all of their heads are
peering comfortably over the fence. Why are we
afraid of equity?
… Do they (the Gerasenes) fear scarcity? Do they fear grace? Do they fear for their safety? Why do
humans fear the radical grace of God?
© A SANCTIFIED ART SANCTIFIEDART.ORG

Church and Community Life
CELEBRATING JULY BIRTHDAYS AND ANNIVERSARIES – in the Social Hall after worship today.
Please join us!
PASTOR PETER will be enjoying a well-deserved two-week vacation beginning tomorrow. The office
will be open on Monday and Wednesday mornings from 9-noon, our normal office hours. We’ll have
guest preachers for the next two Sundays. If you have an emergency pastoral need, please contact
your deacon or any elder directly by phone or email. See the directory for contact information. If you
need a directory, please let us know.
WANTED – YOUR PHOTO for the church directory. If you haven’t had your picture taken by Lee
Emmett, please call Rosemary Willhite at (503) 304–1006 or Mary Jo at (503) 930-0975. We will
make arrangements to take five minutes of your time and snap a picture.
KEIZER COMMUNITY FOOD BANK For the month of July, your mission committee is asking for
donations of breakfast cereal and oatmeal. These items will be dedicated during the service on July
31st. Items can be put in the shopping cart in the Narthex. Monetary donations are always accepted
as well. To volunteer or find out how you can help, see or call Lane Oxley (971) 276-2595, Judi Liechty
(503) 559-5548, Jim Johnson, the KCFB director, at (503) 931-7612, or visit the KCFB Facebook page.
CHRIST JAR OFFERING is received on the third Sunday of each month. We donate our coins (and
paper money, too!) to support the ministry of Congregations Helping People as they assist our
neighbors with emergency needs. Thank you for your generosity.
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PRAYER REQUESTS can be emailed to Bronwyn at johnknoxpreskeizer @gmail.com, or called to
Bronwyn (503-463-6828). We encourage you to share your prayer requests with those on the prayer
chain. We are stronger when we stand together in prayer. Please remember in your prayers our
homebound members and friends as well as those who are not with us in the building today.
This service is being recorded and will be posted on our website, johnknoxpreskeizer.org, for a
week. Invite your friends or family to join us in worship!

Looking Ahead
July 24
July 31
August 1
August 7

10:30 Worship - Rev. David Horn
10:30 Worship - Eileen Sheelar
Pastor Peter returns to office
10:30 Worship with Communion

July session meeting cancelled; next meeting August 24

2
16
1
23

July Birthdays
Karen Bain
21 Tina Humiston
Sheila Cunningham
29 Leone Wenzel
July Anniversaries
Anna & Adam Robinson 27 Roy & Maxine Ebel
Peter & Diana Blank

John Knox Presbyterian Church (USA)
PO Box 20968 (452 Cummings Lane N)
Keizer, OR 97307
(503) 393-0404
Office Hours: Monday & Wednesday 9-12
Pastor: Rev. Peter Blank
Pastor’s office hours: Monday & Wednesday 9-12
Office email: office.johnknoxpreskeizer@gmail.com
Web: johnknoxpreskeizer.org
Contact the pastor: 503-349-2559
Pastor email: Peter.Blank@comcast.net
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