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John Knox  
Presbyterian Church 

 

March 5, 2023   

Second Sunday in Lent 

Holy Communion  

           Born Again – Lauren Wright Pittman 

Please be seated and prepare your hearts for worship. 

WE PREPARE TO RECEIVE THE WORD 

Gathering Music    “AR HYD Y NOS”           Trad. Welsh  Arr. Penny Rodriguez 

Words of Welcome 
The peace of Christ be with you! And also with you! 

Prelude       “Praise God From Whom All Blessings Flow”   Arr. Janet Vogt 

* Call to Worship   1 Peter 1: 3-4 
Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ!  
 In his great mercy, by the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, 
he gave us new birth into a living hope, the hope of an inheritance kept in heaven for you, 
 which nothing can destroy or spoil or wither.  
Let us worship God.    

* Hymn “Let All Things Now Living”    #37 

* Call to Confession 

* Unison Prayer of Confession  
For the sorrow which brought no softening of our heart,  
for the rebuke of conscience which led us to no change of habits,  
have mercy upon us, O Lord.   
For the direction of your Word we have known but not accepted,  
for the Gospel of love we have heard but not obeyed, and  
for the leading of the Spirit of truth we have admitted but not followed,  
have mercy upon us, O Lord.   
Forgive us in the name of Jesus, and lead us to new life.  Amen. 

* Words of Assurance 
In the third chapter of John’s Gospel…     …Let us walk in the light of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. Amen. 

* Response       “Christ Be Our Light”     refrain only #314 

WE RECEIVE THE WORD 

Time with Our Children   

* =Stand in body or spirit    Bold=congregation    Italic=leader 
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Responsive Prayer for Illumination 
Almighty God, you pour out the spirit of grace on all who desire it. 
Give us the grace rightly to hear your Word this morning.   
Deliver us from cold hearts and wandering thoughts,  
that with steady minds and open hearts we may worship you in spirit and in truth;  
through Jesus Christ our Lord.   Amen. 

First Reading       Genesis 12:1-9 NRSV 

Gospel Reading      John 3:1-17  NRSV 

Sermon   Rev. David Mote 

 WE RESPOND TO THE WORD 

Hymn         “He Came Down” #137 

Prayers of the People     
Lord, in your mercy … hear our prayers. 

Church and Community Life 

Minute for Mission    Self-Development of People – One Great Hour of Sharing 

Offering Ourselves and Our Gifts 

Call for the Offering 

Offertory         “Blessed Assurance”    Arr Victor Labenske     

* Sung Response    “Praise God from Whom All Blessings Flow”            #607 

* Prayer of Dedication 

THE SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION 

Hymn  “Let Us Talents and Tongues Employ” #526 
Sing refrain only once on each verse (as shown on projection). 

Invitation to the Table 

The Great Thanksgiving 
Let us lift up our hearts and give thanks to God our Maker, for it is right to give God thanks and praise.  
Praise is yours, holy God, praise beyond all telling … 
… And as one with your people on earth, north and south, east and west, we join our praise. 
Holy, holy, holy God of power and might,  
heaven and earth are full of your glory.  
Hosanna in the highest!  
Blessed is the One who comes in the name of the Lord.  
Hosanna in the highest!  
Pour out your Holy Spirit on us and on these gifts of bread and cup. . . . 
…And now, as Jesus taught us, we are bold to say: 

The Lord’s Prayer 

Words of Institution 

The Communion of the People 

Special Music “In Memory”       Arr. Thomas Keesecker 

Thanks after Communion 
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WE GO FORTH TO PRACTICE OUR FAITH 

* Sending Song      “Go, My Children, with My Blessing” #547 

* Charge and Blessing 

Please be seated to enjoy the postlude. 

Postlude     “AR HYD Y NOS”      Trad. Welsh  Arr. Penny Rodriguez  
  

This service is being recorded  and will be posted on our website for a week.  
Invite your friends or family to join us in worship! 

We worship on the traditional grounds of the Kalapuya  
people and their many tribes. We are grateful to their elders, past and present, 

 who have stewarded this land through the generations. 

 

 

We invite all to share with us in the 
joyful sacrament of Holy Communion. 

We celebrate Communion by processing to the front of the church, where the elements will be served: 
the bread of life and the cup of the new covenant. We begin the procession toward the serving station 
from the back of the sanctuary to avoid congestion.  

You will receive a piece of bread from the first server. Rice cakes are also available.  You may eat the 
bread then and proceed to the cup, where you will receive an individual cup of juice. You may also hold 
the bread and proceed to the cup. Having partaken of the elements, go through the side door and return 
to the sanctuary from the back. There is a basket for your empty cups in the hallway. 

If you wish to be served in your pew, please let the usher know. If you remain in the pew and do not wish 
to be served, simply shake your head as the usher passes.  If you have questions about Communion or 
any other part of our worship, please ask your neighbor in the pew or the pastor.  

 
Church and Community Life  

Please extend a warm welcome to Rev. David Mote as he leads worship and Communion today. 
David is a retired PC (U.S.A.) pastor living in Albany with his wife Nadia, who is also joining us today in 
worship.  

JOIN US for fellowship time after worship today and visit with David, Nadia, and each other.  

LENTEN CHOIR REHEARSAL is ongoing – you’re welcome to join! See Anna if you have questions.  

 

BIBLE FOUNDATION collects bibles - new, used, even damaged and parts of old bibles. The objective 
of this foundation is to get the scripture into hands and hearts everywhere. This is a nationwide 
project, with the headquarters in Newberg Oregon. The Salem Free Methodist Church on Silverton 
Road is a collection site. So look on your bookshelves and in closets and see if you have bibles - even 
parts of bibles - sitting around that could be put to good use throughout the world. There will be a 
collection box here and then Sheila will take them to Salem Free Methodist Church periodically.  

SPECIAL CONGREGATIONAL MEETING MARCH 12  Session has called a special congregational 
meeting on Sunday, March 12, for the purpose of holding officer elections. If anyone is hearing a 
call to serve as an officer, please let a member of the Nominating Committee (Rosemary Willhite, 
Anna Robinson, Joan Allen, or Linda Garland) know, and we can incorporate your election into this 
special meeting. 
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Looking Ahead 
Sun.  Mar 12   DAYLIGHT SAVINGS TIME BEGINS  
    9:30 Lenten Choir rehearsal 
  10:30 Worship –  
   Rev. Steve Hammond 
 After worship Special Congregational  
   meeting  
Sun.  Mar 19   9:30 Lenten Choir Rehearsal 
  10:30 Worship –  
   Rev. Steve Hammond 
   Christ Jar Offering 
   Installation of Officers 
   Birthday Celebration – Social Hall 

 

Bulletin image -- From the Artist: Born Again by Lauren Wright Pittman 

Jesus lists metaphors that swirl around and fly over Nicodemus’ head, such as, “the wind blows 
where it chooses.” Jesus’ words create a halo of confusion. 

I imagine Nicodemus faced away from Jesus with his eyes closed, grappling for answers by playing 
the metaphors in his head like little vignettes on repeat. While Nicodemus spins in his searching, 
Jesus says simply, 'We speak of what we know and testify to what we have seen, yet you do not 
receive our testimony.' 

In Jesus’ perspective, his explanations to Nicodemus are as real and tangible as earthly things, but for 
Nicodemus Jesus’ words seem so distant, so celestial. Nicodemus is a leader of the Jews; he has all of 
the knowledge of the law and of doctrine, but he doesn’t know Jesus. He’s not even really listening 
to Jesus. Jesus is right in front of his face. He can reach out and touch him. But they are light years 
away from one another. 

I wonder how things would shift for Nicodemus if he would just look at Jesus. . . 

Born Again by Lauren Wright Pittman, from Art in the Christian Tradition, a project of the Vanderbilt Divinity Library, Nashville, TN 
https://diglib.library.vanderbilt.edu/act-imagelink.pl?RC=57087 [retrieved March 2, 2023] 

 

 

John Knox Presbyterian Church (USA) 
PO Box 20968 (452 Cummings Lane N)  
Keizer, OR 97307             (503) 393-0404 

Office Hours:  Mondays 9-12 and by appointment 
Office email: office.johnknoxpreskeizer@gmail.com 

Web: johnknoxpreskeizer.org 

 

March Birthdays 

1 Adam Robinson 27 Maxine Ebel 

9 Bronwyn Curtis 31 CJ High 

20 Elias Ramsamooj 

March Anniversary 

6 Carrie and CJ High  

https://diglib.library.vanderbilt.edu/act-imagelink.pl?RC=57087

