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JOHN KNOX NEWS 
John Knox Presbyterian Church (USA) 

Keizer, Oregon                 January 2023 

Welcome Home, Children of God!  

Dear friends, 

We have begun a new year today. Some have already taken down Christmas decorations. Other 
diehards like myself are hanging on until Epiphany before we remove the outward signs of Christmas. 
Keep in mind that Christmas isn’t over...God’s love incarnated in the Christ Child is always with us—we 
just put away the fancy flashing lights and the trees they hung on, and we let God’s light shine through 
us instead of through our windows!  That’s what Epiphany celebrates—God’s love incarnate! 

One of those year-end appeals for financial donations caught my eye and inspired some thoughts about 
sharing our lights. The author was remembering when an entire string of Christmas tree lights would go 
out even if one bulb malfunctioned. I do remember some very frustrating minutes/hours trying to lo-
cate that one problematic bulb! Now, we have more modern engineering for these bulbs that keeps the 
rest of the strand going even if one light goes out. And that’s good for those who deal with lots of 
Christmas lights!   

However, we really do need to have all our lights shining. We need each and every one of us to shine 
with the love of Christ in all we do. As life happens, and our lights grow dim, we can reach out to others 
for engineering help (aka encouragement, help, conversation, prayers) and we can get those lights 
shining stronger than ever. Likewise, when we see someone who could use a little encouragement or a 
helping hand—let’s reach out and offer what we can. We’re all in God’s world together. We are all con-
nected. Let’s honor that connection. When we reach out to help others, our lights shine and their lights 
will, too—so they can reach out—and the story goes on, just as the Christmas story does.   
 Eileen Sheelar 

Clerk of Session 

JOHN KNOX PRESBYTERIAN  CHURCH (U.S.A.)  

PO Box 20968 (452 Cummings Lane N) 

Keizer, Oregon 97307–0968  

503-393-0404 

office.johnknoxpreskeizer@gmail.com   
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Weekly on-line videos posted  
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johnknoxpreskeizer.org 

Church Office hours Monday 9-12   
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DEACONS’ CHRISTMAS DRIVE: GIFT CARDS FOR YOUTH IN MARION COUNTY FOSTER CARE 

Daily lectionary readings are available at www.presbyterianmission.org/
devotion/revised-common-lectionary/   

January Lectionary Readings 

January 1 
Isaiah 63: 7-9 
Psalm 148 
Hebrews 2: 10-18 
Matthew 2: 13-23 
 

January 8 
Baptism of the Lord 
Isaiah 42:1–9 
Psalm 29 
Acts 10:34–43 
Matthew 3:13–17 

January 6 (Friday) 
Epiphany of the Lord 
Isaiah 60:1–6 
Psalm 72:1–7, 10–14 
Ephesians 3:1–12 
Matthew 2:1–12 

January 15 
Isaiah 49:1–7 
Psalm 40:1–11 
1 Corinthians 1:1–9 
John 1:29–42 

January 22 
Isaiah 9:1–4 
Psalm 27:1, 4–9 
1 Corinthians  
     1:10–18 
Matthew 4: 
     12–23 

January 29 
Micah 6:1–8 
Psalm 15 
1 Corinthians     
      1:18–31 
Matthew 5: 
       1–12 

Thank you for your caring generosity! Linda  

Garland was pleased to deliver $1,972 in gift cards 
to Oregon DHS/Child Welfare for caseworkers to 
share with youth in foster care. With your dona-
tions, Bronwyn was able to purchase $50 cards 
from Target, Walmart, Ulta, and GameStop; $25 
for Xbox and PlayStation; $10 from Taco Bell, 
McDonalds, In and Out and Dutch Bros.  You 
gave more than gift cards; you gave these youth 

the opportunity to select and buy personal items for themselves and the ability to  
socialize with their classmates and friends. Nancy Morgan’s gift bags were filled with 
goodies for caseworkers. Your gifts will make a big difference in the lives of many youth in foster care in 
Marion County. Thanks to Bronwyn and Linda for their time and effort to purchase and deliver these 
cards! 

Women’s Fellowship will return to the 
Social Hall for their January meeting on 
January 17. All women of the church are 
welcome to join in the Horizons study 
of the Ten Commandments. Please call 
Marlene Buell if you have questions 
about the group or the study materials. 

See Cariana High for infor-
mation on BOGO (Buy One, 
Get One)  Jamba Juice cards. 
She’s raising money for her 
Student Leadership class at 
Stephens Middle School.  

Mary Jo Emmett 
and granddaugh-
ter Lana admiring 
their gingerbread 
house (and antici-
pating the joy of 
pizza!) 

Lord God, you call us to ventures  
where we can’t see the end,  

by unfamiliar paths,  
through perils unknown.  
Give us faith to go out  

with good courage,  
not knowing  where we go,  

but only that your Spirit leads us  
and your love supports us,  

through Jesus Christ our Lord, Amen.  

https://www.presbyterianmission.org/devotion/revised-common-lectionary/
https://www.presbyterianmission.org/devotion/revised-common-lectionary/
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 Session met on Zoom on Wednesday, December 21. Rev. David Horn is serving as our appointed 
moderator during this time of pastoral transition. The following items were discussed and actions were 
taken as noted: 
 We approved the sale of BOGO (Buy One, Get One) Jamba Juice cards during fellowship time in the 

first part of January by Cariana High to raise money for her Student Leadership class at Stephens Mid-
dle School. See Cariana for more information.  

 We acknowledged and recognized that this is Nancy and Anna’s last scheduled session meeting for 
their current terms. We thanked them for their service – Anna for the last five years, and Nancy for 
the last 55 years or so. Nancy was ordained in the '60s and was Clerk of the Central Point session 
then. We celebrate Nancy’s 55 or so years of attending many session and Presbytery meetings and 
serving on Commission on Ministry and as Vice-Moderator of the Central Region of Cascades  
Presbytery.  

 Officer Installation will be January 8 in worship. Officers Retreat will be February 4 at JKPC. The annu-
al congregation meeting will be February 19 after worship.  

 Member Helen Flanary’s death on November 30 has been entered in the register. We also accepted 
with regret a request from Lois Nelson to withdraw her membership at JKPC because she is unable to 
attend in person.  She wrote, “God bless John Knox PC as it continues to further God's Kin-dom in the 
world. God bless all of you."  

 We approved the 2023 budget after careful review of projected expenses and income. It is based on 
the presumption that we will not be hiring a new pastor until mid-year. Detailed budget information 
will be shared with the congregation in the annual report and at the annual meeting. If you have 
questions before then, please contact Bronwyn. 

 Upon recommendation of the Administration Committee, we  moved to discontinue the use of the 
DIY air purifiers in the sanctuary.  

 We authorized the collection of Special Offerings in 2023 and approved the dates for celebration of 
the Lord’s Supper.  

 Personnel Committee plans to begin work on a Pastor Position Description in January.  

Our next meeting is January 25 at 7:00 p.m. via Zoom. Session meetings are open to anyone who  
wishes to attend. Contact Eileen for Zoom meeting information.  

Notes from Session  Eileen Sheelar, Clerk 

2023 John Knox Officers  

Elder Committee Elder Committee  

 Rosemary Willhite Administration CJ High Tech Team  

Bronwyn Curtis Treasurer,  
Administration 

Sheila Cunningham Mission  

Mary Jo Emmett Personnel, Worship  Vallory Bunday Worship  

Eileen Sheelar (Clerk) Worship, Tech Team     

Deacons 

Carrie High Lane Oxley 
Betty Correll Joan Allen 
Linda Garland 

Contact information  
is in the church directory.  

Please call or email the office  
if you need a copy. 

Please update your directories with these phone 
numbers. If you need assistance identifying these 
entries, please contact the office.  

Vallory B   —  503  983  4490  

Marlene B —  971  240  9209 
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Treasurer’s Report                                     Bronwyn Curtis 

Please mail your offerings and pledges to  
PO Box 20968, Keizer, 97307-0968.   

You may also use the “Give Now” button at 
johnknoxpreskeizer.org.   

 INCOME Actual Budget YTD Act YTD Bud 

 Pledges $9,270 $11,565 $64,456 $66,565 

 Offerings * 2,799 375 25,472 4,125 

 Miscellaneous 2,355 375 6,116 4,125 

 Christ Jar  93 90 1,106 990 

 Building Use 130 83 1,359 917 

 Per Capita 0 0 756 400 

 Food Bank Gifts 70 150 1,595 1,650 

 Backpack Buddies 150 100 1,300 1,100 

 TOTAL INCOME $14,867 $12,738 $102,160 $79,872 

 TOTAL EXPENSES $5,535 $7,234 $85,613 $84,163 

 PROFIT/LOSS $9,332 $5,504 $16,547 <$4,291> 

Profit & Loss — November 2022 

FROM THE TREASURER 

We ended November with a gain of $9,332 following receipt of an annual pledge, and some catch-up 
pledge commitment payments. However, for the year-to-date our pledge receipts are around $2,000 be-
hind budgeted commitments.  

We wrapped up financial stewardship emphasis season with the receipt of 17 pledges totaling $68,420, 
and the session has finalized the budget for 2023.  Thank you for your pledge commitments and prayers 
throughout this process. 

When you look back at 2022, what stands out to you?  Did we show Christ’s love to our neighbor?  Are we 
an example of a Matthew 25 congregation? And for me, the bigger question is what might our future 
hold? Where is God calling us to go? Please pray for discernment, wisdom and compassion as we traverse 
the year ahead, wherever God may lead us. 

*Includes $15,000 bequest 

Looking Ahead for Worship — and fellowship afterwards!  

In January, Rev. David Horn will complete his time with us by celebrating Epiphany, Communion, and 
Officer Installation in worship on January 8. On January 15, Rev. Kelly Dickson, the Communication Man-
ager of Cascades Presbytery, will fill our pulpit. Rev. Eileen Parfrey, a friend of John Knox for many years, 
will be with us on January 22 and 29. Rev. Dickson will return on February 5 to celebrate Communion. 
Please plan to join us as we celebrate the season of Epiphany! 

And what about our coffee and refreshment time after worship? Fellowship after worship has been very 
popular and well-attended during November and December. If you have enjoyed visiting with friends and 
guest pastors after worship while enjoying some refreshments, please see Vallory to learn more about 
how you can pitch in to help with this time-honored tradition at John Knox – no one does coffee hour 
like we do! We need your help to continue offering this time together.  The deacons will continue to host 
the Birthday/Anniversaries Sunday on the third Sunday of the month. Vallory has offered to coordinate 
(but not always host!) fellowship time for the other Sundays. Beginning January 22, we need volunteers 
to set up, serve, and clean up. We don’t necessarily anticipate serving goodies each week, but we would 
like to offer coffee, tea, and visiting time and space.  Please contact Vallory to let her know how you can 
help. 

https://www.johnknoxpreskeizer.org/
https://www.johnknoxpreskeizer.org/
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November Presbytery meeting sets 2023 per capita  at $45.60 per member 

What is per capita and why do we pay it? 

Per capita is a set amount of money — sometimes referred to as “apportionment” — per 
member that every PC(USA) congregation pays to the larger/national Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.).  
Said another way, it is like a Presbyterian community fund — part of the glue that holds Presbyterians  
together. Because Presbyterians share in the benefit of the PC(USA)’s system of government, the  
expenses associated with performing the functions of that system are shared by everyone. 

How is per capita used? 

Makes it possible for the OGA (Office of General Assembly) to organize and manage General Assembly 
where commissioners meet every two years to do the work of the church and bring issues and con-
cerns forward from individual churches and presbyteries. 

Staff and support special committees and commissions 

Provide legal counsel for churches dealing with staff issues  

Seek ways to minister to a growing immigrant population. 

Sustain mission at the local, regional and national level.  

Presbytery of the Cascades uses per capita to fund: 
100% of the Stated Clerk's salary (Paul Belz-Templeman) 
50% of the Administrative Manager's salary (Cherie Elliott) 
Portions of the administrative budget of the Presbytery 
Grants the Presbytery manages: Barnabas (facilities), Peacemaking Grants, Communications and 

Technology Grants, Congregational Vitality Grants 

In effect, per capita becomes the channel through which local Presbyterians can see their role in not only 
local mission programs but also the regional, national and worldwide mission of the Presbyterian Church 
(U.S.A.). When Presbyterians participate in per capita, they’re saying, “I’m in. I’m a part of this denomina-
tion. We are connected to it. We intend to support it.”  

John Knox budgets to pay our per capita amount in January to help the presbytery manage their budget 
most effectively. Our per capita this year is $1505.00 (33 members at the end of 2021 x $45.60 per mem-
ber). If you can pay your own per capita and perhaps a bit more to cover someone who can’t, the money 
we have budgeted for per capita can be used for local mission and operating expenses. Please label your 
check or envelope  “per capita”  so we can credit the correct account. Thank you for supporting the larg-
er church as we all work together to expand the work we do in God’s kin-dom.  

First Nations Version—An Indigenous Translation of the New Testament 

The First Nations Version New Testament (FNV) was birthed out of a desire to provide an English 
Bible that connects, in a culturally relevant way, to the traditional heart languages of the over six 
million English-speaking First Nations people of North America. The FNV is a retelling of Creator’s 
Story from the Scriptures, attempting to follow the tradition of the storytellers of First Nations’ 
oral cultures.  

Pam Steiger, a friend of John Knox, offered an opportunity to purchase this book at a 
quantity discount. When she delivered the first group, she kindly donated a copy to 
the John Knox library. If you are interested in looking at a copy, or ordering one for 
yourself through Pam and receiving a quantity discount price ($12), please contact the 

office for more information, or look on the narthex table.  We haven’t set up a process to check out the 
library copy quite yet.  
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As I read the devotional below by John Edgerton, Lead Pastor at First 
United Church of Oak Park, Illinois, it reminded me, we have been 
blessed with the leadership of Eileen as Chair of the Worship commit-
tee and lead of our tech team.  Covid threw a huge spanner into our 
well-oiled worship routine.  What started as a two-week shutdown 
morphed into over 12 months of no in-person worship, then socially 
distanced worship. Suddenly we were faced with decisions – how do 
we keep worshipping God as a community?  How can we keep in touch 
with our members and   friends?  Then later, do we keep providing an 
online worship presence?   

It is an ongoing learning process, initially incredibly steep. After all this was not something we had ever 
done before!  We were not familiar with the technology – who had heard of zoom?  We didn’t have a tech 
team.  Eileen has led throughout, and been supported by our worship staff, committee, and the tech 
team.  Bouncing ideas off one another, trial-and-error experimentation, and long hours of reading and 
practice.  The process continues to be refined. Is it perfect? No, but as John Egerton says, it does not have 
to be perfect, it needs to be authentic.  And it is. 

Thank you, Eileen. Thank you, The Rev. Dr. John, Pastor Peter, and our guest preachers. Thank you, Anna 
and Adam, Bethany, Mary Jo, CJ, Matthew, and Micah, and every person who has served as a lay leader. 
We could not do this without you! ~~by Bronwyn Curtis 

And the Worst Penmanship Award Goes To… StillSpeaking Devotional by John Edgerton 

See what large letters I make when I am writing in my own hand! - Galatians 6:11 (NRSV) 

Manuscripts in the ancient world were weird. They would be all in one consistent, compact, neat set of 

handwriting. There would be no punctuation. There wouldn’t even be spaces between words. 

Why write this way? The answer is totally pedestrian. Because paper was expensive. It might be leather, 

or imported materials made from specially processed Nile-delta reeds. A far cry from popping down to 

the supply closet for a ream of 8.5 x 11. 

With that in mind, this dashed-off verse of Galatians tells us something interesting. Paul has taken over 

from the professional scribe in order to write in his own handwriting. The reader could immediately tell 

it was Paul writing because … well … he had lousy penmanship. 

Why have Paul write at all? Because the intimacy of Paul’s own handwriting was more important than 

getting every last detail perfectly, precisely on point. Production value is a good thing, and so is au-

thenticity and intimacy. 

So here’s a shoutout to everyone—clergy and laity—who spent so much time making Advent and 

Christmas “happen” through worship. Here’s to the hours spent editing videos… Here’s to every last 

one of you who rolled with it and found ways to make it work. 

Was it as perfect as Hollywood? No, it was so much more authentic and intimate. Don’t take my word 

for it. Saint Paul and his big ol’ loopy letters have been smiling down on us all along.  
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 MISSION ACTIVITIES Sheila Cunningham 

The mission of John Knox Presbyterian Church is to grow in Christ,  

be inspired to spread his word, share his love throughout the community,  

and experience joy on the way. 

Young students can outgrow their shoes every few months and so Vanessa Waites 
(Patten), Cummings Outreach Coordinator, has asked us to collect shoes for these 
little feet.  They can be used with several months of wear still on them in children's 
sizes 11 through men's size 6.  Vanessa will come to our service January 20 to bring 
us a message and we can give her the shoes at that time.  Check your closets, visit 
thrift stores, ask family members.  Let's keep these precious children comfortable 
and their feet happy! Thank you!  

We continue to pack 15 food bags each week for Cummings students. Jacob and 
Lane are steady helpers and Vallory and Dixie help out as well. We add a jar of peanut butter once a 
month and this extra addition has been a huge hit with the kids and their families. Financial donations 
may be directed to Backpack Buddies and we’ll always accept jars of peanut butter—set them on the ta-
ble in the entry area and they will be put to good use! 

Breakfast cereal and oatmeal are a continued need at the food bank. These foods are not routinely pur-
chased for basic food bank boxes, so your donations are very appreciated. Donations can be put in the 
grocery cart parked in the narthex on Sunday mornings.  

 December 23, 2022 
To all of our friends at John Knox Presbyterian Church,  

I would like to sincerely thank the John Knox church for their ongoing commitment to 
Congregations Helping People!   

Thank you so much, as always, for your pledge and donations. [Editor’s note: $100/
month pledge and in October-December, gifts of $294.29] 

According to data collected by Laura Hammack, our executive director, since August with support of your 
church and others, Congregations Helping People has been able to provide 147 individuals with financial assis-
tance.  We provided rental assistance to 56 individuals.  All of these clients had received eviction notices, and 
CHP does not provide assistance unless the aid is enough to prevent eviction, so your generosity means that 
56 individuals and their families were able to avoid eviction.  Your partnership with us also allowed CHP to 
assist 56 individuals with help with their utility bills so that they were able to have heat and electricity in 
these freezing temperatures.  31 individuals received gas vouchers and 9 individuals received assistance to 
obtain identification cards, which are crucial to obtain government aid or get a job.  

Thank you again, for your partnership with us in this ministry to both Salem and Keizer.   You are truly shar-
ing God’s love with our neighbors, and your church is a huge blessing to CHP as well as to our Salem Keizer 
community.  We continue to be profoundly grateful.  I also wish you a very merry and blessed Christmas sea-
son! 

 Warmly,  
Laura Metzger, CHP Board Secretary 

From Congregations Helping People 
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an  

The youth all participated in leading the call to worship and 
candle-lighting liturgy throughout Advent. 

CJ shared a poem prayer with advice on How to 
Make Hard Choices. 

We enjoyed and are very 
grateful for the leadership 
of Rev. David Horn from the 
first Sunday of Advent 
through Epiphany. David, 
you and your family are 
welcome back any time! 

Our Advent theme reminded us of the ways our lives, histories, ac-
tions, and stories are interconnected and woven together. The work 
of God is always unfolding—in and through us. We belong to a story 
etched into the wrinkles of time, to generations that have come be-
fore and will come after, to a love that will not let us go.  Thanks be 
to God for that kind of love! 

During Time with Our Children, Eileen talked about how 
Mary Jo discovered by accident that crayon rubbings 
helped create both color and light when working with 
paper mounted on the wall. That surprise changed how 
she approached the creation of the next step of the  
picture. It illustrates how we have to be open to ways 
that are different than we may have planned, and how 
the layers of creation made this art even better, although 
it was not what Mary Jo planned! That’s a lesson we all 
need at some point in our lives, as we adapt to new ways 
of doing things. 
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Christmas Eve at John Knox  From Generation to Generation... 

Adam, Anna, and Micah Robinson offer a beau-
tiful original arrangement of O Holy Night. 

Bethany watches as Rev. David Horn lights 
the Christ Candle. 

Anna shares a Poem Prayer 
celebrating Christmas Eve 
worship with our faith family. 

Light from the Christ Candle is passed as the bells prepare to accompany 
the congregation in singing Silent Night.  

The story of  God’s love has been passed from generation to generation. We were graced with Mary Jo’s develop-
ing interpretation of our theme throughout Advent. On Christmas Eve, the Christ Child was placed in the logo,  
designed to show the lineage of Christ centered around his light, representing how we are all connected, our  
stories are woven together, and each of us has a purpose in the beauty of God’s continued unfolding creation.  
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Scheduled Events Information 

“Sunday Potpourri” 
JKPC  Gathering-
Time 

10:00 am Sundays 
Opportunities for education,  
art, and socializing for all ages 

JKPC Worship 
 

10:30 am Sundays 
First Sunday, Communion 
Third Sunday, Christ Jar Offering 

JKPC Music Before church in December— 
Handbell Choir 

After Worship  
Fellowship 

Third Sundays  -  Birthday/Anniversary 
Celebrations 

JKPC Committees 7:00 pm Second Monday -Admin 
10:00 am Second Wednesday-Mission 
7:00 pm Fourth Monday—Deacons 
7:00 pm Third Wednesday-Session  

Women’s  
Fellowship 

2:00 pm  Third Tuesdays  
 September-May 

Puerta del Cielo   
Worship 
 

1:00 pm Sundays 
7:00 pm Tuesdays 
7:00 pm Fridays 

Keizer Old Time  
Music 

1:00 pm First Sundays  

AA meetings 
Social Hall 

7:00 pm Mondays  - Step Study 
7:00 pm Thursdays  - Way of Life 
8:00 am Saturdays  - Morning Coffee 

Keizer Community 
Food Bank 

5:00-7:00 pm  Mondays and 
9:00-11:00 am Thursdays at Faith  
Lutheran Church, 4505 River Rd N. 
See their Facebook page for more  
information 

DAR Daughters of the American Revolution 
9:00-noon Third Wednesdays 

John Knox Calendar   January 2023 

Events of Note 
Jan. 1 Worship at 10:30 in-person  
Jan. 2 Office closed—State holiday 
Jan. 6 Epiphany  
Jan. 8 Epiphany Sunday Worship 10:30    
 Rev. David Horn with Communion  
 and installation of  officers   
Jan. 15 Worship at 10:30  
 Rev. Kelly Dickson 
 Christ Jar Offering  
 Birthday Sunday after worship 
Jan. 16 Martin Luther King Jr.  Birthday  
 Office closed—State holiday 
Jan. 17 Women’s Fellowship 2 pm Social Hall 
Jan. 22 Worship at 10:30  
 Rev. Eileen  Parfrey 
Jan. 25 Session meeting 7 pm 
Jan. 29 Worship at 10:30 
 Rev. Eileen  Parfrey 
Feb. 4 Officers Retreat at JKPC 9 am 
Feb. 19 Annual Congregational Meeting 
 After worship 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 

8 9 10 11 12 13 14 

15 16 17 18 19 20 21 

22 23 24 25 26 27 28 

29 30 31     

January   Birthdays 

4 Bethany Cozort 26 Ashley Kramer 

25 Nancy Morgan 28 Madison Curtis 

Celebrate! 

Prayer for the New Year 

Lord God, you call us to ventures  

where we can’t see the end,  

by unfamiliar paths, through perils unknown.  

Give us faith to go out with good courage,  

not knowing where we go,  

but only that your Spirit leads us  

and your love supports us,  

through Jesus Christ our Lord, Amen.  


