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Welcome Home, Children of God!
Dear friends,
It’s amazing to me how quickly time passes. It is as though only yesterday that we were in the middle of
Advent and Christmas. And yet, while I write this brief message, Christmas was four months ago! Now we
are in Eastertide and we are in full swing as we move toward Pentecost.
The seasons of the liturgical year do come and go quickly!
These days I begin early in the morning. When the sun is still cresting the horizon and the birds have just
started to wake and chirp their good mornings to the world, I’m out in the back yard. I walk slowly, letting
my dogs sniff every dew-damp blade of grass along the way. I admire the new growth in the trees, the
flowers that have bloomed in spite of the lingering winter chill, and newborn creatures of all kinds that dart
across my path. Spring is in full swing and the world has been made new. One season has ended and another
begins.
Our lives have seasons as well - ones that end and new ones that begin. The month of May holds many endings and many beginnings for quite a few of us. For me, a new beginning comes on May 1 st when I look back
to when I was first asked ordination questions for a Teaching Elder. I begin my 36 th year of my ordained ministry this year. For many young people in our congregation, that new beginning comes when they conclude
their elementary school years and move on to middle school. The graduating seniors will exit high school to
further education or the next job or... New chapters in their lives and faith journeys are beginning.

What excitement! What joy! What anxiety.
Worlds are being transformed, lives are changing, and God is doing a new thing - and it can be frightening
just as much as it is wonderful. A friend of mine calls this “holy terror”. When God calls us to something new,
beckons us down a new, uncharted path, it can be scary. Yet, in all of it, God is present. We are held by the
love of Christ as we make these new journeys and we are never alone. Regardless of what new thing comes
your way, whatever unfamiliar path you start walking down in this season of your life, whether exciting,
hopeful or frightening, God is with you. My new preaching series called, “Unraveled: Seeking God when our
plans fall apart” will touch on “holy terror” events.
Here is a verse I turn to when I’m anxious:
"The LORD is the one who goes ahead of you; He will be with you He will not fail you or forsake you. Do not
fear or be dismayed." Deuteronomy 31:8
Walking with you,

Pastor Peter J. Blank
JOHN KNOX PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH (U.S.A.)
PO Box 20968 (452 Cummings Lane N)
Keizer, Oregon 97307–0968
503-393-0404
johnknoxpreskeizer.org
office.johnknoxpreskeizer@gmail.com

Sunday Worship: 10:30 a.m. in person
Weekly on-line videos posted on website
Sunday by 2 pm
Pastor: Rev. Peter Blank
Office Hours: Monday and Wednesday 9-12
Afternoons Mon & Wed by appointment

Visit our website for worship videos, weekly bulletins, and monthly newsletters.
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What happens when our world falls apart? How do we press
onward when our tightly-knit plans unravel into loose threads?
What do we become when our identity—or the path we’re on—
comes undone? What if all of this is not the end we fear it will be?
In our unraveling, sometimes life surprises us with unexpected
joy, love, and hope—with a new beginning we couldn’t have
imagined. Sometimes we need God to unravel us, for we long to
be changed. Our next worship series will explore twelve stories of
unraveled shame, identity, fear, grief, dreams, and expectations.
These are stories where God meets us in the spiraling, unraveling
our plans—and us—into something new.
Lauren Wright Pittman explains the development of the logo for this series:
The logo is meant to image the feeling one might have when things fall apart. For me, the word
“unraveled” holds a lot of anxious, exhausted energy. It reminds me of someone trying desperately to
hold everything together on their own while threads begin to wear and break. The stitches zigzag
while the thread frenetically takes the shape of each letter. As the word comes to an end, the thread
begins to unravel, losing its tightly woven, bound shape.
The series explores passages from throughout the Bible. Lisle Gwynn Garrity, one of the artists, shares this about
the passage you will hear on Sunday, May 1:
One of my favorite stories in this series is Saul’s conversion to Paul. A blinded Saul must
stumble into the heart of an unknown city to humble himself before Ananias, a stranger
and enemy. Paul was on a path to persecute Ananias, and yet, in his unraveling, he
becomes dependent on him for his healing. Coming close, Ananias places his hands on
Saul’s eyes. Scales fall as Saul sheds his old life to see the world anew as Paul. In this
moment of vulnerable connection, God transforms them both, weaving them together
like brothers. In our unraveling, God knits us together with others, sometimes with
those we least expect.
Each week we will see a different piece of art from the artists at A Sanctified Art. The artist’s comments about the
development of each piece will be included in the bulletin. These reflections add so much to my understanding of
the artwork and of the story on which they are based. If you miss a Sunday in worship, you can check our website
for a copy of that week’s bulletin.
The opposite of unraveling is weaving—and you will hear about weaving our unraveled lives into something new
throughout this series. We will be singing a new-to-us song by Rosemary Crow that expresses our desires for us as
individuals, when we feel our personal lives unraveling, and for us as a society, that we may be woven into a new
creation based in love.
Weave, weave, weave us together.
Weave us together in unity and love.
Weave, weave, weave us together.
Weave us together, together in love.
© 1979, Rosemary Crow. Used with permission

Eileen Sheelar, Chair of Worship

The human mind may devise many plans,
but it is the purpose of the Lord that will be established.
- Proverbs 19:21
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Want to share an awesome experience with your family this summer?

Come join us at the 2022 Cascade Presbyterian Family Camp
July 24 to July 30 Honeyman State Park (just south of Florence)
Family Camp is a non-denominational Christian event where families gather to camp on the beautiful Oregon coast
for a week. This event was originally sponsored by the Presbytery of the Cascades over 50 years ago. In 2015 the
sponsorship was cut from the Presbytery's budget. With the Presbytery's permission, a group of "Family Campers"
established a 501(c)(3) Non-Profit Corporation to keep the event going.
Examples of activities planned for various age groups:
Picnic
Evening Campfire Gathering
Smores
Team Challenge Courses Hide-n-Seek
Slug Races
Story Time
Skits
Bike Parade
Playground
Street Dance
Foot Rally
Play on the Dunes
Daily K-2, 3-5, Middle School, & High School Group activities
For information or to register: http://www.cpfamilycamp.org
If your questions aren’t answered on their website,
you may also contact Mark Maleta,
CPFC member, Board of Directors , at 503-858-0482
Tent & trailer sites are still available
PS – for those without camping equipment, I’ve heard that folks stay in a motel close by and drive to the park every
day to enjoy the activities and company!
During Lent, we watched the development of a paper collage designed by
Mary Jo Emmett and completed with
assistance from the children and
others with contributions of “waves”
listing things for which they are
grateful.
(Editor’s note: Unfortunately, the “waves”
of named items are not included in this
photo.)

Captain Fantastic made
an appearance during the
Young and Growing story
on April 28.
Pastor Peter was illustrating the difference looking
at life through different
lenses can make.
We’re just glad he didn’t
decide to take a walk off
the steps with those
lenses!
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Notes from Session

Eileen Sheelar, Clerk

Session met by Zoom on April 20 at 7:00 pm. We discussed or took action on the following items:
 We will continue with recommending and supporting masking but not requiring it. We will keep informed on
the current public health status as it may affect worship and gatherings.
 We discussed possible adjustments to the order of worship as we enter the post-COVID world. We decided to
pause the Passing of the Peace for now. Consensus was that the half-way method is awkward. We will revisit
the subject this summer. We will resume passing the offering plate on May 1 and add a short offertory, and
continue using contemporary affirmations of faith in the service. We discussed how to include congregational
contributions to prayers of the people, but did not reach a conclusion.
 Building partners will be allowed and encouraged to use the dishwasher for cups and dishes used during their
meetings. The process will be shared in person with each group to allow for questions and explanations.
 We gratefully received a bequest from The Jean A Gardner Revocable Living Trust of $15,000 and passed a
motion to invest all of the gift in the same account as the John and Regina Jenkins bequest pending discernment on our path forward.
 We created a memorial account for June Fearn with a donation from her family.
 A motion passed to empower Sheila to promote fundraising and collection of items from the congregation to
assemble hygiene kits for local distribution by Union Gospel Mission. More information will be coming in May.
Stay tuned.
 We expressed appreciation and thanks for all those who contributed to Holy Week and Easter celebrations,
especially the Curtis family with the flowered cross, the JKPC bell choir’s wonderful postlude offering, and those
who worked on the fellowship time after the Easter service.
After sharing joys and concerns, we closed with prayer by Pastor Peter. Our next meeting is May 18 at 7 pm via
Zoom. We welcome guests at session meetings!

Helping in Ukraine
Over the past two months,
14 churches in Presbytery of
the Cascades, including
John Knox, have donated
$55,827.58 to Ukraine relief efforts through Presbyterian Disaster Assistance (PDA). Our donation of
$1467.75 is included in that amount. I also know that
several Cascades churches have personal or neighborhood connections with churches or other organizations in Ukraine and have sent assistance (mostly financial) through those channels.
If you wish to contribute to immediate and long-term
recovery efforts in Ukraine, you may send your donation to JKPC and mark it “Ukraine.” We will send it to
the appropriate PDA account.

Blessed are the peacemakers,
for they will be called children of God.
Matthew 5:9

MCNARY HIGH SCHOOL
CELEBRATION OF MUSIC
Tuesday, May 3 7:00 pm
Elsinore Theatre
This year McNary Band, Orchestra, and Choir have
rented the Elsinore Theatre for their Celebration of
Music on Tuesday, May 3rd at 7pm. Featured are the
Wind Ensemble, Highlander Classics (choir), Chamber
Orchestra, and Symphony Orchestra. Matthew Curtis
is in both band and choir, and might be in the symphony orchestra also. (Busy lad!) Glen Curtis is performing, too, as a band parent—driving, loading, and
unloading the U-Haul with their percussion equipment. (Remember those days? I do!)
If you are interested in attending or know anyone
who might be, tickets are $8.00 plus booking fee
($1.40ish) when booking online .
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Procession of the Flowered Cross Easter 2022

Micah, Glen, and Ezra carrying the cross

Thank you to all who
participated in making
our 2022 Easter special
after celebrating the
last two years away
from the sanctuary.
Musicians Anna Robinson, Bethany
Cozort, and “backup singers” Mark and
Pat McKelvie.
Cross assembly: Glen Curtis and family
Cross procession: Glen, Ezra, and Micah
Bell choir: Director Anna, ringers Bethany, Ezra, Micah, Cayla, Cariana, Matthew,
Carrie, and CJ.
Liturgical art: Mary Jo Emmett
Worship: Pastor Peter and many others
helping with whatever was needed
Fellowship: Worship Committee.
He is Risen! He is risen, indeed!

JKPC Bell Choir “Ode to Joy” Easter 2022

May Lectionary
Readings

May 1
Acts 9:1–6 [7–20]
Psalm 30
Revelation 5:11–14
John 21:1–19

May 8
Acts 9:36–43
Psalm 23
Revelation7:9–17
John 10:22–30

May 22
Acts 16:9–15
Psalm 67
Revelation 21:10, 22—22:5
John 14:23–29 or John 5:1–9

May 15
Acts 11:1–18
Psalm 148
Revelation 21:1–6
John 13:31–35

May 29
Acts 16:16–34
Psalm 97
Revelation 22:12–14, 16–17, 20–21
John 17:20–26
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Treasurer’s Report
Profit & Loss — MARCH 2022
INCOME
Pledges
Offerings
Miscellaneous
Christ Jar
Building Use
Per Capita
Food Bank Gifts
Backpack Buddies
Fund Acct Tfr In
TOTAL INCOME
TOTAL EXPENSES
PROFIT/LOSS

Actual
$8,811
503
1,561
160
354
160
100
100
$11,749
$8,060
$3,689

Bronwyn Curtis

Budget
YTD Act YTD Bud
$7,465 $18,016
$17,095
375
1,059
1,125
375
1,606
1,125
90
235
270
83
559
250
100
756
400
150
395
450
100
275
300
$8,738 $22,901
$6,705 $30,361
$2,033 <$7,460>

Please mail your offerings and pledges to

PO Box 20968, Keizer, 97307-0968.
$21,015
$28,962 You may also use the “Give Now” button at
johnknoxpreskeizer.org.
<$7,947>

FROM THE TREASURER
The end of the first quarter of the financial year saw a net gain for the month of $3,688.93. March saw some
catch-up payments towards 2022 financial commitments, and unprecedented giving to the
Presbyterian Disaster Assistance (PDA) appeal for Ukraine which inflated our income figures. Thank you for generously loving your neighbor through your giving. In the coming months, Sheila, on behalf of the mission committee, will be providing ideas on small tangible ways you can also help your neighbors closer to home. Watch
for further details!
The Administration committee met in April. As part of our actions, we recommended to session that the gift
from the estate of the late Jean Gardner be added to our Fidelity investment, managed by Headwater Investment Consulting, pending necessary strategic planning (aka Mission study).
We also recommended to session that we create a memorial account for the late June Fearn. As June and
husband Les were very involved with the John Knox Food Pantry which grew to become the Keizer Community
Food Bank (KCFB), we recommended that the funds be gifted to KCFB in their memory.

The mission of John Knox Presbyterian Church is to grow in Christ,
be inspired to spread his word, share his love throughout the community,
and experience joy on the way.

ONGOING OPPORTUNITIES TO SERVE OUR NEIGHBORS
Congregations Helping People
The CHP office at the site of Las Naciones Church at
820 Jefferson St NE (previously Jason Lee Church) is in
the final stages of cleaning, painting, and furnishing. A
half-time director has been hired, and the hope is that
their first clients will be helped in the new office on
May 5, which is the National Day of Prayer. Your prayers and financial support are greatly appreciated!
CHP is supported financially by your monthly Christ Jar
offerings and a line item in our budget. If you have
questions about how you can help at CHP or want to
know more about their ministry, please talk with Sheila
Cunningham, who is on the CHP Board of Directors.

We continue to
provide food for
15 students to
take home over
the weekends.
Designated donations to all programs are welcome.

Keizer Community Food Bank
Mondays 5:45pm—7:30pm
Wednesdays 1:00pm—2:00pm
Thursdays 9:00am—11:00am
God’s Work—Our Hands
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Lost (and Not Finding): “Getting Back to Normal”
Is it just me? After all of the pandemic precautions have been lifted, has anyone felt like things are ‘back to normal’? I think it’s like going ‘home’ after many years – you just can’t do it – too much has changed; routines and people are different; we’ve gotten older and ‘life’ happens! We can and are doing more ‘normal’ things like Sunday
worship and committee meetings, but it’s not the same; I have no sense of normalcy in or certainty of the life of
our church.
Be assured, this is not a question of faith – God is ever-present and the church is steadfast in our belief and trust in
God – the questions are what, how and where is God calling the church of John Knox, Keizer, to be, moving forward into a new normal. The hiatus imposed by Covid has, fittingly, in our post–Easter worship theme, unraveled
us. Being unraveled is not as alarming as it sounds; but it does mean looking at and being realistic about planning
and executing future events. An example is our “Annual” Community BBQ. I volunteered to head it up this year
and extended an invitation to the West Keizer Neighborhood Association to partner with us at their April meeting.
There was polite interest but no one jumping at a chance to make it a WKNA/JKPC Community BBQ; then there is
the fact that Keizer Fest is scheduled for the very same weekend in the very same west Keizer neighborhood –
Keizer Rapids Park. Is it worth the time, effort and expense to hold a BBQ when I don’t even have a sense of our
own church unity and capability to celebrate neighbors who as far as I know, are not even known to each other?
I am uncertain of where our own membership is in their thoughts about where John Knox fits into their now
‘normal’ lives. It has been truly heartwarming to see the 20+ and the 5-6 kids in church on Sundays; but what of our
other brothers and sisters? The analytics from the website show that the services are not being viewed regularly –
so, are our absent members still with us, just in spirit? Are we bound together enough to sustain activities that are
socially and spiritually meaningful to the body? There are the faithful few who do the hands-on mission work in and
for the community; those who get together for study and fellowship; and those who do the nitty-gritty work to
make worship happen, pay the bills and keep the building up. There is no doubt of our church family’s faithfulness
and generosity to the church but what is in doubt is our sustainability of doing what is ‘normal’ with a shrinking
pool of membership. Each member has a place and gifts to make the church what it is today; the concern is what
happens if any given member with specific skills is not able to do those tasks and there is no one trained or able to
step in? Are we prepared for a different look or form of ‘church’?
Please do not be dismayed or discouraged by my questions. However, we need to be intentional in talking
and praying and planning for whatever ‘normal’ will be for us to remain the body of Christ in this little part of
the kin-dom.
By the grace of God, Be the Church!
Peace,
Mary Jo Emmett

Anja Rožen, a 13-year old student from Slovenia is the winner of the
grand prize in the Lions Clubs International Peace Poster Contest for
young people age 11-13. She was chosen from among 600,000 children
from all over the world.
"My poster symbolizes that we are all connected to one another and to
the planet. The earth that connects and unites us. People are holding
on to each other. If one lets go, the rest will fall...I want people to
think how much we are connected to people we might not even know.
We are all members of the earth community and we need each other
to survive...We need to respect the earth more and take better care of
our planet. I believe that only when there’s peace can nations and the
whole world achieve political and economic stability as well as cultural
growth ," said the young creator.
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Change and Caterpillars and Butterflies—Oh, My!
I looked it up - Many species will spend less than a week undergoing metamorphosis, but most will emerge as a butterfly within about three weeks. However, some butterflies may wait as
long as three years to leave chrysalis, depending on the environment around them.
Sounds like people—some adapt quickly and readily to change,
others take more time, and still others drag their feet for a very
long time. It seems to me, however, that humans’ adaptation to
change depends not only on the outside environment, but also
on the condition of their “insides.”

How reassuring it is to know that we have a
steadfast God who is with us in the goo on our
journey to becoming butterflies!

If we can see those around us (our environment) have successfully adapted to change, that can help us move forward. More
than that, though, I think we need to have strength and flexibility on the inside—and that, for me, comes from the knowledge
that I am not alone, ever. God walks before me wherever I go to
face whatever changes are occurring. Isaiah reminds us, in
chapter 43, of what God says to us: Do not fear, for I have redeemed you; I have called you by name, you are mine.
Eileen Sheelar

It’s always about taking a road
Maren Tirabassi, April 27 Gifts in Open Hands blog
In honor of Robert Frost’s “the Road not Taken,”
Luke 24: 13-35 and Acts 9: 1-19

Two roads diverge in a resurrection wood,
and are so different,
hardly one traveler could travel both,
but from where I stand,
gazing far down one
until it bends in an undergrowth
of the poison ivy and roses with thorns
that come with any path of living,
then track the other, just as worn
from feet that passed by, hunting hope,
I think that people have traveled them
both to the same end,
and neither one has better claim
for meeting the One
who walks these woods alone.

The second one means stumbling
on all the wrong ways one has taken,
a bright light, sad voice,
and falling off whatever was named
a saddle of privilege,
to wait for a powerless guest
to offer kindness.
Those two roads equally lay
in the lives of people we may never expect,
but trusting how way leads on to way,
I don’t doubt I’ll meet all travelers
at the end. And so I tell these stories
to those just starting out there are two roads
and the alternative is just sitting down
when choosing either one
would make all the difference.

One road is called Emmaus,
while the other is Damascus,
and it seems the first is easier,
for only requiring welcome to a stranger,
though I often wonder
if that sometimes may be a harder choice.
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One of our long-time members, Nancy Morgan, was featured as the “Spotlight Resident” on Avamere Court’s Facebook page in early April. We’re sharing that article and the pictures below. If you would like to suggest someone for a
spotlight in our newsletter, contact Eileen.

Spotlight Resident: Nancy Morgan
We have chosen to “Spotlight” our resident, Nancy Morgan, who lives in our Independent
Living Community at Avamere Court at Keizer. Nancy and Paul Morgan moved into Avamere
Independent living July 27, 2015, almost 7 years ago!
Paul has since gone to be with the Lord as of May of 2021. They had been together 17 years.
Nancy had been with her first husband for 45 years before he passed.
Nancy was not your typical housewife. Besides raising a family (she has two sons, 4 grandchildren, and 7 great grandchildren), Nancy is quite the adventurer. She loved experiencing new
things and was always up to a new challenge.
Nancy was a teacher and also a hiker. She has hiked many trails, including parts of the Pacific Crest
Trail. She has been to Europe, taken a cruise on the Danube River, and been to Russia
and Germany. She has been to the castle of Katherine the Great, the summer home of
Peter the Great, the great state of Alaska, and the list goes on.
Nancy made up journals of these trips with pictures, including dates of the events of
each trip. Nancy has moved 36 times(!) and been very active in the Cascades Presbytery,
which covers most of the state of Oregon. She held several positions of leadership in the Presbytery.
Nancy is also an avid reader, and working on another bookcase, she said!
When the conversation turned to her antique Singer Sewing machine, which she has on display, Nancy took a pause as memories passed thru her mind. That sewing machine was
passed down from her mother-- Nancy’s mother had bought the sewing machine new and
often said the sewing machine and Nancy were the same age. Nancy is now a young 87
years old!
Nancy has sewed since she was about ten years old. Her first sewing project was a pair of
pajamas for herself. She commented, “No easy task, even the buttonholes were sewn by
hand.” She has made quilts too numerous to list, but each one had a purpose, a memory,
and a plan. She has quilts made with the STAR pattern, an Amish pattern, the panel with
pattern, and many other patterns.
When I asked Nancy what pattern was here favorite, she said, "Picking a pattern is somewhat like picking a favorite child. Often it is the one I am working on at the time, but it also depends upon the fabric and colors used.”
Take notice of the blue and gold thread hanging from her antique sewing
machine in the picture above. This is Nancy’s
tribute, along with her prayers, to the country
of Ukraine as they struggle to keep their freedoms. This is so special and helps one understand why we at Avamere are pleased to have
Nancy Morgan as a part of our Avamere family.

We are pleased to honor Nancy for much more than quilt-making. She has served as
Presbytery commissioner for many years for many different churches. She has also
served on Commission on Ministry and as Vice-Moderator of the Central Region. At John
Knox, she has served as a ruling elder, clerk of session, and a member of Worship
Committee as well as other committees over the 30+ years she has been at JKPC. Other
churches have also benefitted over the years from her devotion and service. Thank you,
Nancy!
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John Knox Calendar
Scheduled Events

Information

JKPC Education Time
“Sunday Potpourri”

10:00 am Sundays
Opportunities for music, education,
art, and socializing for all ages

JKPC Worship

10:30 am Sundays
First Sunday, Communion
Third Sunday, Christ Jar Offering

After Worship
Fellowship

Fourth Sundays - Birthday/
Anniversary Celebrations

JKPC Committees

7:00 pm Second Wednesday
Administration
7:00 pm Fourth Monday—Deacons
7:00 pm Third Wednesday-Session

Women’s
Fellowship

2:00 pm Third Tuesdays

Puerta del Cielo
Worship

1:00 pm Sundays
7:00 pm Tuesdays
7:00 pm Fridays

Keizer Old Time
Music

1:00 pm First Sundays

AA meetings
Social Hall

7:00 pm Mondays - Step Study
7:00 pm Thursdays - Book Study
8:00 am Saturdays - Coffee

Keizer Community
Food Bank

5:00-7:00 pm Mondays and
9:00-11:00 am Thursdays at Faith
Lutheran Church, 4505 River Rd N.
See their Facebook page for more
information

Girl Scouts

5:30-7:30 pm Mondays

DAR-Daughters of
American Revolution

9:00-noon Third Wednesdays

Photo: Yoksel Zok, Unsplash

May 2022
Sun Mon

1
8
15
22
29

2
9
16
23
30

Tue Wed

3
10
17
24
31

4
11
18
25

Thu

5
12
19
26

Fri

6
13
20
27

Sat

7
14
21
28

Celebrate!
May Birthdays
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Lee Emmett

17

Chuck Willming

18

Harry Pease

23

Anna Robinson

Events of Note
May 1

10:30 am

May 3

7:00 pm

May 8
May 15
May 17
May 18
May 22
May 23
May 29
May 30

Worship w/Communion
McNary Celebration of
Music at The Elsinore
10:30 am
Worship - Mother’s Day
10:30 am
Worship - Christ Jar Offering
2:00 pm
Women’s Fellowship
7 :00 pm Session - Zoom
after church Birthday Celebration
7:00 pm
Deacons - Zoom
10:30 am
Worship
Memorial Day

BLESSING
What we choose changes us.
Who we love transforms us.
How we create remakes us.
Where we live reshapes us.
So in all our choosing, God, make us wise.
In all our loving, Christ, make us bold.
In all our creating, Spirit, give us courage.
In all our living, may we become whole.
And the blessing of God Almighty —
Creator, Redeemer, and Holy Spirit —
be upon all of you who listen
and those you love,
and for those for whom you pray
this day and forever more. Amen.
Barbara Taylor Brown
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