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John Knox Presbyterian Church (USA)
Keizer, Oregon
June 2022
Welcome Home, Children of God!
Dear friends,
I was asked on Sunday, “When will the sun shine?” Jokingly I replied, “In July!” It is that way sometimes
here in the Pacific Northwest. As I make the drive to and from Keizer, I see the fields are in their growing
season. The plowing and planting has already been done. It’s growing season now.
From Matthew 13, a parable of Jesus:
“A farmer went out to sow his seed. As he was scattering the seed, some fell along the path,
and the birds came and ate it up. Some fell on rocky places, where it did not have much soil. It
sprang up quickly, because the soil was shallow. But when the sun came up, the plants were
scorched, and they withered because they had no root. Other seed fell among thorns, which
grew up and choked the plants. Still other seed fell on good soil, where it produced a crop—a
hundred, sixty or thirty times what was sown.”
Take note of the importance of seed and soil.
The Seeds—If the seeds were “love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, self-control” (Galatians 5:22), what crop would grow? What
positive difference would such a crop make in this city? In our neighborhood?
The Soils—The list includes: the busy path, the shallow rocky soil, the thorn
infested soil, and good soil. The first three are definitely not good places for planting. Nothing would survive in our community garden if seeds were planted on the
path, among the rocks, or in the weeds. We know because we asked Mary Jo! That
leaves the “good soil.” It is the only soil that has little description. What makes soil
good soil? Jesus leaves that answer up to the imagination of us farmers.

This is our growing season at John Knox. So fellow farmers, what seeds will you sow
this summer?
Sincerely,

Pastor Peter J. Blank
After Post Note: It is indeed growing season and if I don’t get busy this afternoon mowing my overgrown lawn, it will be a search to find any small dogs or children in the yard!

Remember to wear RED on Sunday, June 5 for Pentecost!
JOHN KNOX PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH (U.S.A.)
PO Box 20968 (452 Cummings Lane N)
Keizer, Oregon 97307–0968
503-393-0404
johnknoxpreskeizer.org
office.johnknoxpreskeizer@gmail.com

Sunday Worship: 10:30 a.m. in person
Weekly on-line videos posted on website
Sunday by 2 pm
Pastor: Rev. Peter Blank
Office Hours: Monday and Wednesday 9-12
Afternoons Mon & Wed by appointment

Visit our website for worship videos, weekly bulletins, and monthly newsletters.
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There’s still time for donations for the
hygiene kits! We are especially short on nail
clippers, toothbrushes and toothpaste, and
bandaids. If you have other small items
such as packs of tissue or small containers
of hand lotion, hand sanitizer, shampoo,
etc., we’ll pack them in, too. Monetary donations may be marked “hygiene kits.”
Thank you for your generous participation
in this project!

HYGIENE KITS—MOST WANTED ITEMS
Hand towel ahd wash cloth — wide tooth
comb — nail clippers — bar soap — toothbrush and toothpaste — bandaids —
socks — feminine hygiene products

Please join us for our first concert in two and a half years!
Come celebrate our 50th anniversary year with us!
Salem Community Chorus is Salem’s oldest established,
mixed community chorus. The choir serves the greater Salem area, including Marion, Polk, and Yamhill counties. It is a
non-auditioned community ensemble, welcoming singers
from middle-school age on up. Our goal is to produce quality
entertainment for both our singers and our audiences, with
musical styles ranging from light classics to jazz. Anna Robinson is the chorus director and Adam, her husband, is the accompanist, respectively.
The concert is free; a free-will offering toward expenses is
received at intermission.
We err on the side of caution when making decisions regarding
COVID precautions, depending on local conditions. For this
concert, we respectfully ask that the audience wear masks.
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Seeking God when Our Plans Fall Apart
In June, we will continue to look at scriptures that depict the
unraveling of settled lives—and how God is in the midst of it
all, if only we look and ask. One of those settled lives was
Zacchaeus’. Because he was so short, he knew he wouldn’t
be able to see the man everyone was talking about if he just
stood in the crowd. Besides, being in the middle of a crowd
of Jews might not have been a good place for a crooked tax
collector! He climbed a tree just to “see the Lord.” What he
got was more than just an eyeful—this desire led to a
changed life when Jesus looked up into the tree. Jesus saw
Zacchaeus’ heart and invited himself to dinner—with a tax
collector—the lowest of the low! Zacchaeus responded to
that gracious acceptance by repenting and turning his life in a different direction. Hymnwriter Stephen M. Fearing
wrote in the last verse of a hymn based on Zacchaeus’ story:
A radical unraveling will sometimes come our way,
When God unveils a newer thing upon the road we’re traveling,
so help us, God, we pray, your holy will obey.
We have indeed experienced a “radical unraveling” these last two years. The events of 2020 and 2021 were not in
anyone’s vision, and we could hardly avoid them, despite our best-laid plans. Nearly half-way
through 2022, we continue to see unraveling in our economic, cultural, political, and religious
lives. Churches are traveling on a road that seem to have few road signs and no clear direction. Where will we land? How can we address the societal ills that are so very apparent in
today’s world? The racial reckoning continues. As Christians, we affirm that we are all made
in God’s image and we are all children of God. If we believe what we say, then we must take
action so everyone has a chance to thrive as God’s children. Gun violence has become an endemic plague in our society—how can we identify and care for people before they reach for
violence to resolve their anger?
Pentecost is a good time to recall and obey God’s holy will - to see each and every person as a child of God; a child
who we are charged to love just as much as we love ourselves and those who look, act, and believe like us. God’s
creation is full of diversity, change, and challenge. I believe it is possible to find where we agree and work toward
living together peacefully. That is my prayer and my hope. When life unravels, I try to look for where God is in the
unraveling. I try to remind myself and others to look for guidance from the Holy Spirit as new plans and actions
take shape It’s not always easy, but it does remind me who is in charge—and thanks be to God, it is not me.

Eileen Sheelar, Chair of Worship

In 1863, during the American Civil War, Pres. Abraham Lincoln issued the Emancipation Proclamation, which declared more than three million slaves living in the
Confederate states to be free. More than two years would pass, however, before
the news reached African Americans living in Texas. It was not until Union soldiers
arrived in Galveston, Texas, on June 19, 1865, that the state’s residents finally
learned that slavery had been abolished. The former slaves immediately began to
celebrate with prayer, feasting, song, and dance.
The following year, on June 19, the first official Juneteenth celebrations took place in Texas. The original observances included prayer meetings and the singing of spirituals, and celebrants wore new clothes as a way of representing their newfound freedom. Within a few years, African Americans in other states were celebrating the day as
well, making it an annual tradition. Celebrations typically include prayer and religious services, speeches, educational events, family gatherings and picnics, and festivals with music, food, and dancing.
Juneteenth became a state holiday in Texas in 1980, and a number of other states subsequently followed suit.
In 2021 Juneteenth was made a federal holiday. The day is also celebrated outside the United States, being used by
organizations in a number of countries to recognize the end of slavery and to honor the culture and achievements
of African Americans.
—from Britannica.com
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Notes from Session

Eileen Sheelar, Clerk

Session met by Zoom on May 18 at 7:00 pm. After opening with prayer, we discussed or took action on several
items, including the following:
 We remembered and gave thanks for Gertie Corpe’s life. See article in this newsletter.
 Financial reports were generally positive, although our investment fund is showing a loss due to the volatility of
the market in general. We will continue to stay the course; our funds are conservatively balanced.
 By consensus, the Neighborhood Barbecue will not be held this summer due to uncertainty about attendance
and resources.
 Pentecost offering begins on June 5 and will last through June.
 Personnel recommended and session approved vacation and study leave dates for Pastor Peter. Eileen will
work on obtaining pulpit supply. Administration will begin to work on office coverage arrangements.
 Worship Committee continues to work on brining back prayers of the people from the pews.
We shared joys and concerns and closed in prayer.

Gertrude Louise Corpe died on March 28, 2022 at the age of 94 in Keizer, Oregon.
She transferred to JKPC from First Presbyterian Church in Maple Plains, Minnesota
on February 26, 2006. She was active in the music program at Maple Plains, serving
as the organist for many years. At John Knox, Gertie served two terms as a deacon,
from 2009-2015. She was a faithful choir member, and she was also a dedicated volunteer for years at the Keizer Community Food Bank. She brought flowers from her
prolific garden for our enjoyment for years. And … If you were around at Christmas,
you were introduced to the pleasure of her Norwegian cookies – and never forgot
them! Gertie also encouraged the children to deliver cookies to the fire station at
Christmas for several years—and accompanied them on the delivery run! Thanks be
to God for Gertie’s life and service.

It’s time to update our emergency contacts list—and yours, too! In the
office, not for general publication, we have a list of people we can contact to check on congregants if we can’t reach someone by email or
phone for a period of time. We have been known to worry a bit when
people just “disappear” off the radar! Please update or provide information for someone who would know how to reach you if we lose
touch. See or email Eileen Sheelar, or email the office at
office.johnknoxpreskeizer@gmail.com.
Likewise, please put the church in your address book or list of people to contact if something happens to you—if
you are unexpectedly hospitalized or become ill. We want to know so we can help as we can and certainly so we
can include you in our prayers. Thank you!
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The Presbytery of the Cascades partners in mission with Ecumenical Ministries of Oregon (EMO). From the presbytery
and from EMO, we share the following public statement and call to action.

ECUMENICAL MINISTRIES OF OREGON:
Statement on School Shooting in Uvalde, Texas
May 24, 2022
Today our nation watched in horror as yet another mass shooting claimed the lives of 21 souls. Tragically, 18 of
those killed are elementary school students. Our hearts are broken for the lives lost as we stand alongside the
grieving.

This massacre follows recent mass shootings in Milwaukie, Buffalo, Palo Alto, Laguna Beach and Chicago. Why is
there is a mass shooting nearly every day in this county? We ask this as echoes of the Psalmist ring in our heads,
“How long, O Lord?”
The United States of America stands alone when it comes to gun violence. These types of shootings simply do not
happen in other countries, let alone with such frequency. In the last five months alone, a gun has been fired on
school grounds in the United States 288 times. The next closest country is Mexico with eight.
Something is wrong in our country; most anyone can recognize it. Yet we live in a country where elected officials
refuse to take even modest steps to protect the vulnerable. How many more children must die before these elected officials take urgent action? We implore them to do so now. Their “thoughts and prayers” ring ever so hollow
and reinforce their cowardice.
Because the all too predictable pattern of outrage and shock has become not only tedious but morally inadequate,
Ecumenical Ministries of Oregon invites immediate action by supporting the work of Lift Every Voice Oregon
(LEVO). Through LEVO, people of faith and good will can pursue with expediency Initiative Petition 17–Reduction of
Gun Violence Act (IP17) .
IP17 is a ballot initiative petition that will reduce gun violence by making gun owners more accountable and ammunition less lethal. IP #17 limits large capacity magazines to ten rounds, requires a permit to purchase a gun, including a completed background check (closing the “Charleston Loophole”) and gun safety classroom and firing range
instruction. IP17 needs signatures by the end of June to qualify for the ballot. Sign the petition at lifteveryvoiceoregon.com.
At least for Oregon, we can make a difference. May we turn our sorrow into hope and actions that will assure the
day when gun violence is no longer an everyday occurrence.

Please visit lifteveryvoiceoregon.com to read the entire text of the Initiative Petition and find more information on
ways you can get involved.

June
Lectionary
Readings
June 5—Day of Pentecost
Acts 2:1–21 or Genesis 11:1–9
Psalm 104:24–34, 35b
Romans 8:14–17 or Acts 2:1–21
John 14:8–17 [25–27]

June 12—Trinity Sunday
Proverbs 8:1–4, 22–31
Psalm 8
Romans 5:1–5
John 16:12–15
June 19
1 Kings 19:1–4 [5–7] 8–15a
Psalm 42 and 43
Galatians 3:23–29
Luke 8:26–39

Daily lectionary readings are available at www.presbyterianmission.org/devotion/
revised-common-lectionary/

June 26
2 Kings 2:1–2, 6–14
Psalm 77:1–2, 11–20
Galatians 5:1, 13–25
Luke 9:51–62
While we are exploring the Unraveled
Worship series from A Sanctified Art,
we are not following the lectionary in
worship. However, reading these passages as part of your personal devotions is a helpful discipline.
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PENTECOST OFFERING
At John Knox, we begin promoting and receiving the Pentecost
Offering on Pentecost Sunday. This year, we will receive the offering all during the month of June. Our gifts to the Pentecost Offering connect youth and young adults with one another, with caring
communities, and with opportunities beyond our envisioning.
Each year on Pentecost Sunday, we celebrate the gift of the Holy
Spirit and the birthday of the Church and this individual church
here in Keizer. Our first service was held on the first Sunday of June
(June 2), 1963. The Holy Spirit was with us then and remains with
us still, connecting us with the church of the past, continuing to inspire the church of today, and pointing us to the church of the future. At Pentecost, we celebrate that God offers more than we can
plan. Our gifts to the Pentecost Offering connect with God’s hope
and future, supporting ministries with children, youth and young
adults by building a life of faith.
Since the Pentecost Offering started in 1998, Presbyterians have
raised more than $16 million for ministries that benefit younger members of God’s family.
40% of funds donated to JKPC for the Pentecost Offering remain in our congregation to support programs for
young people in our community.

25% goes to the Young Adult Volunteer program, to train and quip volunteers to engage in mission while providing
financial assistance including a stipend during their time in service.

25% supports ministries with youth ages 12-18 and those called to
accompany them, such as Triennium, The Senior Project, and
providing digital resources, consultation, and connection through
the Office of Ministries with Youth.

10% supports the “Educate a Child, Transform the World” national
initiative. The goal of this initiative is to motivate and inspire Presbyterians to better the lives of children by working and advocating
to ensure equi-table, accessible, quality public education so that all
children, created in the image of God, may grow into the fullness of
life.
One of the many joys of belonging to a connectional church such as
the PC (USA) is that even small congregations such as ours can
make a difference in the world. When we all contribute a little, it
adds up to a LOT of support for our youth and young adults. Thank
you for your prayers and your gifts.

When I despair,
I remember that all through history
the way of truth and love have always won.
There have been tyrants and murderers,
and for a time, they can seem invincible,
but in the end, they always fall.
Think of it–always.
― Mahatma Gandhi
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Treasurer’s Report
Profit & Loss — APRIL 2022
INCOME
Pledges
Offerings
Miscellaneous
Christ Jar
Building Use
Per Capita
Food Bank Gifts
Backpack Buddies
Fund Acct Tfr In
TOTAL INCOME
TOTAL EXPENSES
PROFIT/LOSS

Actual
$ 4,190
16,910
336
101
141
0
100
50
$21,828
$9,034
$12,794

Bronwyn Curtis

Budget
YTD Act YTD Bud
$5,415 $22,206
$22,510
375
17,969
1,500
375
1,942
1,500
90
335
360
83
700
333
0
756
400
150
495
600
100
325
400 Plant seeds of love…Matthew 13
$6,588
$6,499
$ 89

$44,728
$39,395
$ 5,333

$27,603
$35,461
<$7,858>

Please mail your offerings and pledges to
PO Box 20968, Keizer, 97307-0968.
You may also use the “Give Now” button at
johnknoxpreskeizer.org.

FROM THE TREASURER
If you look closely at the April financial statements, you will notice that our total income was higher than normal
due to the receipt of a substantial bequest from the Estate of Jean Gardner. Don and Jean Gardner were founding members of JKPC. Thanks be to God for God’s faithful servants.
The Administration Committee made a motion to session to instruct the treasurer to add this generous bequest
to our Fidelity Investment, managed by Headwater Investment Consulting, Inc. (who also administers investments on behalf of the Presbytery of the Cascades). The session unanimously passed the motion. We continue
to invest with the dual goals of preserving capital and generating income.
While the pandemic has eased, inflation, a side effect has soared, and the war in Ukraine is exacerbating this.
The investment markets have been volatile, costs are rising; it is a time of great uncertainty, but what doesn’t
change is the work that God calls us to do: To love and serve our neighbor.
Your pledges and gifts help us to continue helping our neighbors. The Keizer Community Food Bank
works to fill the need for food security for many in our community. Congregations Helping People have
reorganized, moved to new premises, and hired a part time director to enable them to help clients with
emergent financial needs more effectively. We provide weekend meals for 15 students from Cummings
Elementary School through our Backpack Buddies program. We will continue to periodically
collect physical items such as toilet paper, personal hygiene items, blankets, socks, hats, and
gloves to assist other non-profit and/or faith-based organizations serve our community. Our
building and community garden provide space and opportunity for neighbors to help themselves.
These seeds of love, faith, and hope grow into beautiful “flowers” of Christ’s love shared with all. Thank you for
your continued generosity!

The mission of John Knox Presbyterian Church
is to grow in Christ,
be inspired to spread his word,
share his love throughout the community,
and experience joy on the way.
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Chuck Willming on May 29
with his red, white, and blue
tie in honor of Memorial Day.
Chuck celebrated his 91st
birthday on May 17.

Our “Unraveled” Table
Pastor Peter demonstrating the
height of Zacchaeus during Time
for the Young and Growing on
May 29.

An excerpt from Looking into the Lectionary with Teri McDowell Ott, Presbyterian Outlook editor
As Christians called together to worship and serve, we have quite a history. We’ve had some glorious moments
and some not-so-glorious moments. We should remember and repent of the times when we misinterpreted God’s
will by endorsing slavery, forcing Indigenous people to accept Christ or subjugating women by saying they had no
right to speak and lead. But we can also remember the Protestant Reformation seeking to address abuses of authority. We can celebrate the
Confessing Church movement courageously standing up to Hitler in Nazi
Germany and African American churches leading this country in a Civil Rights
revolution. We’ve had low moments and high moments, dull moments and
exciting moments, joyful moments and painful moments as a group of fallible human beings trying to be Christ’s body in the world.
The Pentecost passage (Acts 2: 1-21) tells the story of what we consider the
birth of the church. Weary and mournful, the disciples gathered early in the
morning for worship. A religious minority at the time, they were easily persecuted for their strange beliefs. They gathered for support, comfort and
accountability. They would remain faithful, they promised each other during
worship. They would not let the good news go unproclaimed.
Pentecost Sunday is our chance to pause and celebrate the faithful
who still gather, week after week, month after month, in our community
and around the world, to meet the Spirit of Christ.

VENI SANCTE SPIRITUS—Detail: mosaic in the Catholic church of St Aloysius in Somers Town, London. Photo by Lawrence OP, flickr.com

8

Celebrate Beginnings!
Come celebrate on Pentecost, June 5 th, not only the beginning of the Christian church but
the ‘birthday’ of our church, John Knox Presbyterian (USA), Keizer, which was chartered
and dedicated in June, 1963. Harry Pease, the member with the longest history at JKPC,
was in the first membership class of 15 people, some new to a church but most transferring
from First Presbyterian, downtown, or from other denominations like Harry and his late
wife, Nancy, from the Methodist Church. Harry had served a year as the lay supply pastor
for the Turner Methodist church; the wealth of Harry’s experience along with the rest of
the original members formed the foundation for this small, strong congregation! It is John
Knox’s committed membership that has sustained our church over its nearly 60 years of
ups and downs – for all who have answered God’s call to this church, thank you! New members are always welcome as we continue to answer God’s call for the future. Let Pastor
Peter or Eileen Sheelar, Clerk of Session, know if you are interested in joining this congregation.
The church’s liturgical color for Pentecost is RED; everyone is invited to wear something red then
right after worship, come to a Pentecost Pizza Party (plus fruit and other goodies)! We’ll also
package up the hygiene kit items to be distributed by UGM to the homeless. Pentecost
also begins our month-long PC(USA) Pentecost Special Offering focused on the youth of the
church and the welfare of all children.
June marks the beginning of summer: a break from school schedules for students, teachers and
school staff; a season of ‘ordinary times,’ a time for growth – a break from cold temperatures and
storms when gardens can flourish and when people can take the time for renewal and recreation/
re-creation. Cariana is looking forward to a three day ‘ATA Camp’ for her Taekwondo training and
Cayla, to her birthday in August. Playing in the pool is in Caleb’s summertime hopes while brother
Micah looks forward to time with friends, and Ezra - not having to do homework! For teacher and
mom Anna, it’s time with pets and family. Family time is also high on the list for our other school
folks, CJ, Carrie, and Betty, as well as plans for travels such as a trip to Ohio for Betty. Matthew’s
travel plans are a ‘biggie’! He is part of the Oregon Ambassadors of Music (OAM), a 400+ group of
predominantly high school band and choir students who will play in four different European countries over 15 days! Trip details are on the OAM website, oregonambassadors.com. See a short summary below.
Bronwyn and Glen will spend the time together, relaxing and doing some projects (a taste of empty-nesting, I
might add). Summer is primetime for vacation for pastors too and we’re glad that Pastor Peter has scheduled four
of his 2022 vacation and study leave weeks during the summer months.
May we all take the time this summer to look to ‘new’ beginnings whether it is in planting, in a walk, a book or in
conversation with family, friends, or strangers, and with God, our creator and redeemer!
Travel mercies and blessings,

Mary Jo Emmett
The Oregon Ambassadors of Music (OAM) has been taking outstanding Oregon high school
students to Europe since 1995. Through a director nomination process, students are offered the
opportunity to join the OAM Choir or Band. After we prepare the music in a rehearsal day and a
mini pre-departure camp, we travel and perform in select countries throughout Europe. We are
truly Ambassadors. We bring our love of life and peace by sharing music and kindness throughout Europe. Planned destinations for the 2022 tour include Normandy and Paris, France; CransMontana and Zermatt, Switzerland; Seefeld, Innsbruck, and Salzburg, Austria, and Rothenburg,
Germany.
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John Knox Calendar
Scheduled Events

Information

JKPC Education Time
“Sunday Potpourri”

10:00 am Sundays
Opportunities for music, education,
art, and socializing for all ages

JKPC Worship

10:30 am Sundays
First Sunday, Communion
Third Sunday, Christ Jar Offering

After Worship
Fellowship

Fourth Sundays - Birthday/
Anniversary Celebrations

JKPC Committees

7:00 pm Second Wednesday
Administration
7:00 pm Fourth Monday—Deacons
7:00 pm Third Wednesday-Session

Women’s
Fellowship

2:00 pm Third Tuesdays

Puerta del Cielo
Worship

1:00 pm Sundays
7:00 pm Tuesdays
7:00 pm Fridays

Keizer Old Time
Music

1:00 pm First Sundays

AA meetings
Social Hall

7:00 pm Mondays - Step Study
7:00 pm Thursdays - Book Study
8:00 am Saturdays - Coffee

Keizer Community
Food Bank

5:00-7:00 pm Mondays and
9:00-11:00 am Thursdays at Faith
Lutheran Church, 4505 River Rd N.
See their Facebook page for more
information

Girl Scouts

5:30-7:30 pm Mondays

DAR-Daughters of
American Revolution

9:00-noon Third Wednesdays

Wear RED for Pentecost, June 5!

June 2022
Sun Mon

5
12
19
26

6
13
20
27

Tue Wed

7
14
21
28

1
8
15
22
29

Thu

2
9
16
23
30

Fri

3
10
17
24

Sat

4
11
18
25

June Birthdays
8
12

Beth Neal
Joy Tuff

19
19

Mary Jo Emmett
Pat Johnson

June Anniversaries
16

Jim & Bethany
Cozort

17

John & Beth Neal

June 2, 1963 — First worship service
held at John Knox Presbyterian Church.
Happy 59th Anniversary!

Events of Note
June 4

7 pm

Salem Community Chorus
Spring Concert at St. Mark
Lutheran Church
June 5
10:30 Worship—Pentecost and
Communion
Pizza Party & Packing Hygiene
Kits after worship
June 12 10:30 Worship—Trinity Sunday
Visit with Cummings School
reps about Backpack Buddies
after worship
June 19 10:30 Worship – Juneteenth
Father’s Day
Christ Jar Offering received
June 24-25 Cascades Presbytery meeting on-line
June 26 10:30 Worship
June Birthday Celebration after
worship in social hall
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